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PREFACE. 



THE views of Dr. Watts as to the propriety and utility of an 
abridgment of the contents of the Bible are thus expressed. ''The 
Bible itself is a yery large book, and thoagh it ought to be read, at 
least many parts of it, by persons of all characters, and conditions^ 
yet the reducing of the several things contained in it, to a short 
and narrow view by way of abridgment is so exceeding nsefnl, that 
I had almost cidled it necessary at le-ast for yonth, and for persons 
who have fewer conveniences and advantages of knowledge.'' 

In this opinion many persons concur, which is proved by the 
encouragement afforded to the publication of a great variety of 
small works, adapted to render youth more familiar witii the scrip- 
tures. And this fact is a justification of every judicious effort to 
spread scriptural knowledge. 

The books forming the Bible are not placed in historical and 
chronological order; and the same remark may be made in refer- 
ence to 5r. Watts' "Short view of the whole Scripture History." 
The divine origin, Inspiration, and truth of the Bible however are 
not at all affected by die arrangement of its various parts. For in 
respect of these as Dr. Prideaux justly states, "no variation in the 
order of the sacred books is of any moment. For in what order 
soever the books are placed, they are still the word of God, and 
no change in this respect can make any change in that divine 
authority which is stamped upon them." 

But it may facilitate the acquisition of a dear and connected view 
of the numerous and extensive subjects recorded in the Bible, to 
have a comprehensive analysis of them presented in regular and 
consecutive order. 

"Chronology consists of two parts. The first treats of the proper 
measurement of time, and its several divisions; the second of fixing 
the dates of events recorded in history, and ranging them in the 
order in which thry happened. W ithout chronoloey, tiiat is to say, 
without distinguishing the times of events as clearly as the nature 
of the case will admit, history would be little better than a heap of 
confusion destitute of light, order, or beauty." 

"Geography in a strict sense, signifies the knowledge of the 
circles of the earthly globe, and the situation of the various parts 
of the eai th. When it is taken in a little larger sense, it includes 
the knowledge of the seas also ; and in the largest sense of all, it 
extends to the various customs, habits/ and governments of nations." 



IV. 

It is, says Dr, Watts, of considerable advantage as well as delight 
for mankind to know a little of the earth on which they dwell. 
Without this knowledge we cannot read any history with profit. 
Hence because of their importance, chronology and geography have 
been designated the two eyes of history. 

Accordingly in the following pages, the most important facts are 
recorded in regular ord^r, as Uiey are generally believed to have 
occurred. And brief geographical notices of the places whose 
names occur in the history are also given. 

The succeeding history is chiefly an abridged republication of 
Dr. Watts' "Short View, SiC." to which are now added. Practical 
Lessons — QttettionB for Exao^nation— and Explanations of many 
words. 

The cateeheticfd form of the oiiginal work is now generally 
disapproved of, becmise works composed on that plan cannot be 
read so smootUy and agreeaUy as if tiie lustory were written 
OMitiiHiovsly. Of that form therefore the history in this edition 
has been divested. And the object to be accomplished, by the 
catechetical form is much more likely to be realized by the Inter- 
rogative System; hence this system has been adopted, by which 
it IS hoped the facts and truths recorded wiU be impressed on the 
memory of the learner. 

The lessons are partly extracted from other works and partly 
original. The coufpiler is indebted to the works of Drs. Johnson, 
Watts, Doddridge, Clarke, Messrs. Wesley, Orton, Watson, 
Home, .Wood, Martindale, Kett, Blair, and otners, which he thus 
acknowledges once for idl. 

The design jo€ the writer is to facilitate the improvement and 
edification of Sabbath School Tefichers and pious young pei-sons 
generally, vHio may not have access to many books. The **Iraprove- 
ments'' it is hoped may furnish topics for conversation on which 
both teachers and parents may advantageously enlarge. 

The History is arranged in chronological order, generally after 
the plaoof the valuable work of the Rev. Geo. Townsend, entitled, 
*'The Holy BiUe, eontaining the Old and New Testaments: 
arranged in Historical and Chronological Order, &c.** 

It is suggested with great deference whether, occasionally at 
least, a sectioa of this work might not be read, and the exercises 
gme through, with advantage, in connection with family worship, 
where there are many children and servants, who have few other 
opportunities of receiving from their patents or masters religious 
instruction. 

The work is published in parts with a view to economy in schools, 
and should this part meet with encouragement another will follow. 



SACRED HISTORY. 



CBAFTKR I. 

OF THE CREATION.. 

T. At the commencement of time about four thotUBnd 
years before ChrJEt, God created the Eobatance of which 
the heavens and the earth were formed. Gen. i. I. 

2. Ail things were created by God'a powerful word ; for 
he commanded and it was done. Gen. i. 3, 6. 9. Ileb. xi. 
3. John i. 3. 

3. God who could have made all tbings at once by bis 
rommaod, chose to work by degrees, and spent six days 
in making the world, and the creaturea *at are in it. Gen. 

J. 31. Exod. XX. 11. 



4. The first day light was created. Gen. i. 3 — 5. 

5. On the second day the atmosphere and the clouds 
were made. Gen. i. 6 — 8. 

6. On the third day the waters and the land were sep- 
arated, and g^'ass, herbs, and trees were formed. Gen. i. 
9—13. 

7. On the fourth day the son, moon, and stars were 
made. Gen. i. 14—19. 

8. On the fifth day, God made fishes, birds, insects, 
and reptiles. Gen. i. 20 — 23. 

9. On the sixth day, cattle, creeping tilings, beasts, and 
lastly MAN, were formed out of the eartii. Ajnd every thing 
was very good and every creature was happy. Gen. i. 
24—31. 

10. On the seventh day, God rested from his work of 
creation, and set apart the seventh day for a holy Sabbath, 
to be occupied in his service only, and for his glory. Gen. 
ii. 2, 3. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1 1 . "Moses alone, of all ancient writers, gives a consistent 
and rational account of the creation; an account which has 
been confirmed, by the investigations of the most accurate 
philosophers. He has revealed the mystery, because he 
was taught it by the inspiration of the Almighty." 

15. That God is a being of boundless power, wisdom, 
and goodness, is proved and illustrated by the works of 
creation; and we ought therefore to love him, confide in 
him, and obey him. 

13. The Sabbath was instituted at the creation, by 
Almighty God, and all men are bound to observe it, and 
keep it holy. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How did this world come into being? — ^When was 
this world made? — 3. What time did God take to make all 
things?— 4. What was made on the first day? — 6. On the 
second?— 6. On the third?- 7. On the fourth?— 8. On the 
fifth? — 9. On the sixth? — 10. Who rested on the seventh 
day? — 11. Who has given a consistent account of the 
creation? — How has that account been confirmed? — How 
was Moses qualified to write that account? — 12. What is 
God?— What is due from you to God? — 13. What was 
instituted at the creation? — By whom was it instituted?— 
What then ought you to do on the Sabbath? 



EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Atmosphere, at^-mo-sfere : the air that encompasses the 
earth on all sides. 

Clouds, kloud : the dark collections of vapour in the air. 

Sabbath, sab'-bath : the seventh day, appointed by God 
for religious duties, and a total cessation from worldly 
works and pleasures. 

Light, lite : Sir Isaac Newton supposed that light consists 
of inconceivably small particles, which are projected in all 
directions with an amazing velocity, from the luminous or 
radiant body; as the sun. Light takes, seven or eight 
minutes in passing from the sun to the earth. It must 
travel, therefore, at the rate of 150,000 miles in a second 
of time. 

Sun. The sun is a spherical body. Its diameter is 
677,547 English miles; and it revolves round its axis in 25 
days and 10 hours. Though the sun be upwards of one 
million times bigger than the earth, it appears but small 
an account of its distance, which is so very great, that a 
cannon ball would be twenty five years coming from thence 
to the earth, if it flew as swift as it does, when it is first 
discharged from the mouth of a cannon. 

Earth, erth : the diameter of the ecuth is upwards of 7900 
miles. Its distance from the sun is more than ninety five 
millions of miles. And it revolves, round its axis in 23 
hours 56 minutes and four seconds, and round the sun in 
365 days 6 hours. The former is its diurnal or daily motion, 
the latter its annual or yearly motion. 

Moon. The moon is a large ^lobe like our ecuth, both in 
matter and form; about 2000 mues in diameter, her distance 
from the earth is about a quarter of a million of miles, and 
her periodical revolution round the earth is performed in 
about twenty-seven days. She is not a luminary like the 
sun, but a dark opaque body, and receives all the light she 
shines with from the sun, and by reflection conveys it to us 
in the sun's absence. 

Spherical, sfer^-ri-cal: round, orbicular, globular. 

Axis, ak'-sis: the line, real or imaginary, ^t passes throngh 

any thing, on which it may revolve. 
Insects, In^-sekts : insects are so called from a sepairatkm in 

the middle of their bodies, whereby they are cut into two 

parts, which are joined together by a small ligature, as 

we see in wasps and common flies. 
Reptiles, rep^-tils: animals that creep on many feet. 



CHAPTER ii. 

ADAM— EVE— EDEN, &c. 

1 . Adam and Eve were the first man and woman that 
God made, and they were the parents of all mankmd. Gen. 
i. 27. ii. 18—25. iii. 20. 

2. They were created in the first year of the world, and 
about four thousand years before Christ. 

3. God made Adam's body out of the dust of the 
ground, and then put a living soul within him. Gen. ii. 7. 

4 . Adam was cast into a deep sleep, and God took a rib 
from his side, and out of it formed Eve, and then brought 
her to him to be his wife. Gen. ii. 20, 21. 

5. God created both Adam and Eve in his own likeness, 
in a state of knowledge, righteousness^ and true holiness. 
Gen. i. 26. Col. iii. 10. 

6. Adam and Eve were put into the garden of Eden to 
dress it, and to keep it, and to be happy Aere. Gen. ii. 15. 

7. But they did not continue holy and happy long, for 
they ate of the fruit of a tree which had been forbidden by 
the Almighty, on pain of death, and they were, for that 
reason, banished out of the garden of Eden. Gen. ii. 17. 

8. By this act of disobedience, Adam and Eve brought 
sin and death into the world. Gen. iii. 17. Rom. v. 12. 

9. Thus all mankind became liable to sickness and misery 
©f every kind, both in body and soul. Gen. iii. 16 — 19. 

10. But though our first parents were condemned to 
die ultimately, God in mercy spared them for a season, and 
gave them the promise of a Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Gen. iii. 15. 1 John iii. 8. Heb. ii. 14, 15. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

11. We should remember the celestial origin of the 
soul; it is the breath of God. Let us highly prize our souls; 
istudy their improvement in knowledge and holiness; and 
mever debase them by any low or mean pursuits. 

12. God saw good to lay on man a small restraint, to 
let him know he was a servant and a dependant. The 
•demand of abstinence from one tree, was very reasonable, 
when God had given him all things else. And it was not 
the value of the fruit that made the act offensive^ it wae 
the disobedience involved in it, that brought the divine 
^displeasure on man. 

1 3 . See what wretched work sin made, and let us mourxi 
over it» hate it, and entirely renounce it. 



14. Let us return to God, by repentance, and faith in 
the promised Saviour; there is no comfort but in this cour»e 
however painful and humbling it may be. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who were the parents of all mankind? — 2. When 
were they created.^ — 3. Out of what did God make Adam? 
4. Out of what did God make Eve? — 5. In what state were 
Adam and Eve created? — 6. Where did God put them? — 7. 
Did Adam and Eve continue holy and happy? — 8. What 
followed their disobedience.^ — 10. What promise was given 
to them ? — 1 1 . What should we do for our souls ?■'— 1 2. Why 
did God forbid Adam to eat of a certain tree.? — 13. What 
should we mourn over.? — 14. To whom should we return? 
How should we return to God? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Eden, e'-den : "The most probable account of the situation 
of Paradise is that given by Hadrian Reland. He supposes 
it to have been in Armenia, near the sources of the great 
rivers, Euphrates, llgris, Phasis, and Araxes." Dr, Clark, 

Adam, ad'-am: earthy, taken out of red earth. 

Eve, eve : living, enlightening. 

Soul, sole : the immaterial and immortal spirit of man; that 

within man which perceives, remembers, understands, 

chooses, rejoices, and sorrows. 
Created, cre-a'-ted : formed out of nothing, caused to exist. 
Formed, formd: made, planed, moulded. 
Likeness, like'-ness: resemblence, similitude. 
Knowledge, nolMedje: illumination of the mind. 
Righteousness, ri'-tshe-us-nes : agreement with what is 

right, proper, and good. 
Holiness, hoMe-nes: religious goodness. Scripture holiness 

is the image of God: the mind which was in Christ; the 

love of God and man; lowliness, gentleness, temperance, 

patience, chastity. 
Continue, kon-tin'-u: to remain in the same state. 
Forbidden, for-bid^'-dn : commanded not to be partaken of. 
Reason, re^-zn: cause, ground or principle. 
Banished, ban^'-nisht: driven away; condemned to leave 

his own country. 
Sin : an act against the laws of God. 
Sickness, sik^'-nes : state of being diseased, malady. 
Celestial, se-les'-tshal : heavenly, with respect to excellence 

and origin. 
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CHAPTEE III. 

OF CAIN— ABET.— SETH. 

1 . The first children of Adam and Eve, were Cain and 
Abel. Cain became a tiller of the ground. Abel was a 
keeper of sheep. Gen. iv. 2 — 8. 

2. Cain becoming envious, killed his brother Abel; 
because his own works were evil, and God did not accept 
his offering of the fruit of the ground; but Abel's works 
were righteous, he offered his sacrifice of the firstlings of 
his flock, in faith, and God gave some token that he 
accepted him. Gen. iv. 4, 5. 1 John iii. 12. 

3. When the Almighty reproved Cain for the murder 
of his brother, he went out from the presence of the Lord, 
and from his Father's family where God was worshipped. 
Gen. iv. 16. 

4. Afterward Cain built a city and called the name of the 
city, after the name of his son, Enoch. 

5. From Enoch sprung Lamech; some of whose family 
were famous for tent making, — ^herding of cattle, — handling 
the harp and the organ, — and as artificers in brass and iron. 
Gen. iv. 17. 

6. After the death of Abel, Adam and Eve had other 
children, but the name of Seth only is recorded, from whom 
many eminent persons decended. Gen. iv. 25. v. 4.. 

IMPROVBMBNT. 

7. It is probable God appointed beasts to be sacrificed, 
to shew that sin deserved death; and to make a sort of 
typical satisfaction to Divine justice. And it is very possible 
God might inform Adam that all these appointments were 
only a figure of Christ the great sacrifice, who should make 
a real atonement for sin by his own death. 

8. We must approach God, in worship, by faith in the 
atonement of Christ, of which Abel's sacrifice was a repre- 
sentation. For having transgressed God's law, we can find 
pardon only through the vicarious sacrifice of our great 
Redeemer. 

9. We see the horrible nature of envy; its eye is evil 
merely because God is good; it easily produces hatred, 
malice, and murder. Watch against the first appearance of 
this most destructive passion! You are shocked at Cain — 
but remember, every one that hateth his brother is a 
murderer. 
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QUESTIONS. 

I . Who were Adam's first children ? — 2. Why did Cain 
kill his brother ? — In what principle did Abel ofier his sac- 
rifice? — 3. What became of Cain?— 4. Who built the first 
city? — 5. For what were some of Lamech's family famous? 
— 6. What particular son had Adam and Eve after the death 
of Abel? — 7. Why were beasts appointed to be sacrificed? 
What does the sin of man deserve? — What does that teach 
you? — Of what were the ancient sacrifices a figure? — 8. 
How must you approach God in worship? — Having trans- 
gressed God's law how may you find pardon? — 9. Against 
what evil passion should you guard ? — ^What is every one 
that hateth his brother? — What does that teach you? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Cain, kayn: possession. 

Abel, a^-bel: vanity, vapour, mourning. 

Enoch, e^-nok: dedicated, disciplined, well regulated. 

Lamech, lay^-mek: poor, made low, who is struck. 

Seth, seth : put, who puts. 

Envious, en'-ve-us: pained by the excellence or happiness 

of another. 
Reproved, re-proovd': blamed, censured, chid. 
Artificers, ar-tif'-fe-surs : persons by whom any thing is 

made; a manufacturer. 
Appointed, ap-point'-ed : established by decree. 
Atonement, a-tone'-ment : the satisfaction oflfered to Divine 

justice by the death of Christ for the sins of mankind. 
Transgressed, trans-grest' passed over, broken. 
Acceptance, ak-sep'-tanse; reception with approbation. 
Destructive, de-struck'-tiv: that which destroys, causing 

ruin and devastation. 
Token, to'-kn: a sign, an evidence of remembrance. 
Vicarious, vi-ka'-re-ous: in the room and stead of man. 
Recorded, re-kord^-ed: registered, that its memory may not 

be lost. 
Eminent, em'-e-nent: remarkable. 
Approach, ap-protsh'': draw near to. 
Faith, fath: trust, reliance. 

Sacrifice, sak^-kre-fize ; that which is oflfered to God. 
Righteous, ri'-tshe-us: right, proper, good. 
Tiller, til^-lur; husbanchnan, ploughman. 



12 

CHAPTER iv. 

OF ENOCH— METHUSELAH— LAMECH. 

1. The descendants of Seth, in a direct line to Noalt 
were Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah^ 
Lamech, and Noah, whose lives stretch over a period of 
time from the birth of Seth to the death of Methuselah of 
one thousand five hundred and twenty six years. Gen. v. 

2. Religion was publickly maintained for some genera- 
tions in Seth's family, for they distinguished themselves 
from the wicked sons of men, they prayed to God, and were 
called the sons of God. Gen. iv. 29. vi. 2 — 4. 

3. The chief persons of Seth's posterity mentioned in 
Scripture in those times, were Enoch, and Methuselah; 
Lamech and Noah. 

4. Enoch was bom in the year of the world six hundred 
and twenty two, and before Christ three thousand three 
hundred and seventy eight. 

5. He was remarkable for his eminent piety, his fidelity 
as a preacher of righteousness; and for having been taken 
to heaven without dying, as a peculiar favour and honour 
done to him. Enoch lived three hundred and sixty five 
years, and was then translated. Gen. v^ 24* Jude 14. 
Heb, xi. 5. 

6. Methuselah, the son of Enoch« was bom in the year 
of the world six hundred and eighty seven. He was the 
oldest man we ever read of, for he lived nine hundred and 
sixty nine years, and he died just before the flood. Gen, 
V. 27. 

7. Adam was contemporary with Methuselah two hun- 
dred and forty three years; and all the days that Adam 
lived were nine hundred and thirty years. He died in the 
year before Christ three thousand and seventy four. 

8. Lamech was the son of Methuselah and the father 
of Noah. He was bom in the year of the world eight 
hundred and seventy four. 

9. Noah was bom in the year of the world one thousand 
and fifty six. It is recorded Uiat his father called him Noah, 
(which means rest or comfort,) saying, "This same shall 
comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, be- 
cause of the ground which the Lord hath cursed." Lamech 
lived seven hundred and seventy years, and he died five 
years before the flood. Gen. v. 28 — 31. 

IMPROVBMBNT. 

10. We see the vanity of human life, when prolonge4 
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to its utmost bounds. Those patriarchs who lived so many 
ages, at length died. We also shall die, let us always be 
ready for it. 

1 1 . Living many days, will not of itself, ensure to us 
either holiness or happiness, it is the right improvement of 
our time that must secure our welfare. 

12. The translation of Enoch was a reward for dis- 
tinguished piety, and a proof of a future world. Let us 
learn like Enoch, to walk with God, in faith, love, and 
obedience. 

13. The wisdom and providence of God may be seen, in 
prolonging the lives of the Patriarchs, By this means the 
world was rapidly peopled, and before writing was invented, 
the knowledge of the true God, and of the origin, fall, hopes 
and duties of man, together with other interesting facts of 
the first ages, were handed down, with perfect accuracy, to 
the last generation before the flood. 

QUESTIONS. 

* 

1. How many persons came between Seth and Noah? — 
2. In whose family was religion publicly maintained.^ — 3. 
Who were the chief persons of Seth's posterity? — 5. For 
what was Enoch remarkable? — 6. Who was the oldest man 
we read of? — 9. What did Lamech call his son.^ — 10. What 
may you see from the death of the patriarchs? — 11. Will 
living long, of itself, be a benefit to you? — What must you 
do to secure your welfare? — 12. What should you learn 
from Enoch's example.^ — 13. What may you see in God's 
prolonging the lives of the Patriarchs? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Eaos, ee''-nos: fallen man, subject to all kinds of evil. 
Cainan, kay^-nan: possessor, one that laments. 
Mahalaleel, ma-ha-la-lee''-el : he that praises God. 
Jared, ja'-red: he that descends or commands. 
Methuselah, me-thew^-se-lah: he has sent his death. 
Noah, no'- ah: repose, rest, consolation. 
Descendants, de-sen'^-dants : the oflfepring of an ancestor. 
Period, pe'-re-ud; a stated number of years. 
Chief, tsheef: moat* eminent, principal, extraordinary. 
Posterity, pos-ter'-e-te: succeeding generations. 
Fidelity, fe-deK-e-te : honesty, faithftil adherence. 
Concerning, kon-ser'-ning: with relation to. 
Publicly, pub'-lik-le : openly, without concealment. 
Maintained, men-taned': preserved, kept up, defended. 

B 
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CHAPTER V. 

OF THE DELUGE— NOAH. 

1 . The state of the world, in the times of Lamech, was 
truly awfiil, for the wickedness of men was great. God 
therefore determined to destroy them, by a miiversal dehige. 
He however mercifully sent Noah, a preacher of righteous- 
ness, to warn the wicked, and gave them a space of 120 
years for repentance. Gen. vi. 5 — 7. 

2. The exceptions to the general wickedness, were found 
in Noah and his family, who were preserved from the 
general destruction. GJen. vi. 8. vii. 1 . 

3. The Almighty at length broke up, the fountains of 
the great deep under groimd, and caused it to rain forty 
days and forty nights. Gen. vii. 11, 12. 

4. The depth and duration of the flood are both men- 
tioned. "Fifteen Cubits (or about twenty five feet) upward 
did the waters prevail, and the mountains were covered; 
and all that was on the dry land died." And the waters 
prevailed upon the es^th, a hundred and fifty days. Gen. 
vii. 20, 24. 

5. Noah, with his family, was saved, in an Ark, which 
the Almighty instructed him to build, and which instructions 
he obeyed in faith. Gen. vi. 13, 14. vii. 7. Heb, xi. 7. 

6. Noah and his family are supposed by some, to have 
entered the Ark, on the tenth day of the second month, in 
the year of the world 1656, answering to the thirtieth of 
our November. 

7. Certain living creatures, of various kinds, were also 
saved in the Ark with Noah. Gen. vi. 19 — 21. 

8. The Ark was a very large vessel, estimated to be 
upwards of five hundred feet long, ninety feet broad, and 
thirty feet high. Gen. vi. 15. 

9. At nine months end Noah sent forth a dove, which 
brought in an olive branch, to shew him that the waters 
were abated. 

10. And at the end of twelve months and ten days, the 
Ark, having rested on Mount Ararat, he came forth, and the 
creatures that were with him. Gen. vii. 11. viii. 5, 13. 

IMPROVEMBNT. 

11. How detestable is sin, which provoked God to 
destroy the creatures he had made. Sin is that abominable 
thing which his soul hateth, and which he will severely 
punish. 
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12. God's singular favour to Noah^ is a strong argument 
in favour of singular piety, in a degenerate age. 

13. Let us imitate Noah's piety and faith, and not 
follow the multitude to do evil, but distinguish ourselves by 
true rehgion and goodness, and the Lord will remarkably 
distinguish us here and hereafter. 

QUESTIONS. 

1 . What was the state of the world in the days of La- 
mech? — ^What was Noah sent to do? — 2. Who were the 
exceptions to the general wickedness? — 3. How did the 
Almighty drown the world? — 4, What was the depth of the 
flood? — 5. How was Noah saved? — 6. When did Noah 
and his family enter the Ark? — 7. What was saved in the 
Ark, besides Noah and his family? — 8. What were the 
dimensions of the Ark? — 9. What did Noah send forth 
from the Ark?— 10. Where did the Ark rest?— 11. What 
provoked God to destroy his creatures? — ^What is sin? 
What will God severely punish? — ^What does that teach 
you? — 12. What is God's singular favour to Noah? — 13. 
What should you imitate? — ^Whom ^ould you not follow? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Ararat, ar'-ra-rat. A mountain in Armenia, situate 
about 36 miles east of Erivan,. in a vast plain. The height 
is such as to be seen, at the distance of nearly two hundred 
miles. 

Estimated, es-te-ma^'-ted: calculated, computed, rated. 
Abated, a-ba^'-ted: grown less, as, the storm abated. 
Hateful, hate'-ful: Uiat which causes abhorence. 
Singular, sing^-gu-lar: unexampled. 
To imitate, im''-e-tate: to endeavour to resemble, to copy. 
To distinguish, dis-ting'-gwish: to make known or eminent 
Favour, fa''-vur: kindness, countenance. 
Provoked, pro-vokt': caused, induced by motive, moved. 
To destroy, de-stroe': to kill, to put an end to. 
Abominable, a-bom'-e-na-bl: dfetestable, hateful. 
Severely, se- vere'^-le : painfully, afflictively, strictly. 
To punish, pun''-nish : to avenge by putting to pain oi* death 
Degenerate, de-gen^-er-rate : unworthy, base. 
Remarkably, re-marV-a-ble : in a manner worthy of 
observation. 

Awful, aw^-ful: that which fiUs with reverential fear. 

Determined, de-ter^-mind: settled, resolved, decided. 

Universal, yu-ne-ve/-sal; extending to all, complete. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OF NOAH— BABEL. 

1 . On leaving the Ark, Noah offered bumt-ofFerings to 
the Lord upon an altar, which were accepted; and the Lord 
graciously promised every needful blessing, both to him and 
his posterity. Gen. viii. 20 — 22. 

2. Flesh was now given to man for food, as herbs were 
before. Blood was forbidden to be eaten, and the blood of 
man was expressly forbid to be shed, and murder was to be 
punished with death. Gen. ix. 2 — -6. 

3. God also promised Noah, that the world should never 
be drowned again by a deluge, and he appointed the rainbow 
to be a token of it. Gen. ix. 13 — 15. 

4. The three Sdns of Noah, were Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth; and they were the Fathers of all mankind after 
the flood. Gen. ix. 18, 19. x. 32. 

5. The descendants of Japheth were Gomer, Javen, 
Meshech. Gomer is supposed to have been the father of 
the Germans; — ^Javen of the Greeks; — ^Meshech of the 
Muscovites or Russians, and other families that dwelt in 
Europe. Gen. x. 1 — 5. 

6. The posterity of Ham were the Canaanites, Phihstines 
and others in Asia; — Also the Egyptians with the other 
inhabitants of Africa. Gen. x. 6 — 20. 

7. Elam, Aram, and Asshur, were the children of Shem. 
The Persians are supposed to have sprung from Elam; — 
the Syrians from Anin; the Assyrians, with other inhabi- 
tants of Asia, are supposed to have decended from Asshur. 
Gen. X. 21 — 32. 

8. Mankind however did not divide themselves into 
several nations of their own accord, for being all of one 
language, they agreed rather to build a great city with a 
tower, that they might be kept in one nation or kingdom. 
Gen. xi. 4. 

9. But God scattered them abroad into different nations, 
by confounding their languag^e. 

10. This event took place, while they were building the 
abovementioned tower, which was therefore called Babel or 
confusion. Gen. xi. 1 — 9. 

1 1 . The attempt to build the city and tower was made 
in the plain of Shinar, afterwards called Babylon, and about 
one hundred years after the flood. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

12. We ought gratefully to acknowledge the liberal 
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provision God lias made for the support and refreshment of 
men. Let us receive his creatures with thankfulness, and 
use them with temperance. 

13. God has shewn great regard for the life of man in 
general, how much more for the lives of good men. 

14. Men are often imposed upon by their own ambition, 
and God can easily confound their schemes. 

QUESTIONS. 

1 . What did Noah do on leaving the Ark? — 2. What was 
given to man for food.^ — How was murder to be punished.^ 
— 3. What did God promise Noah.^ — What did he appoint a 
token of it? — 4. Name the tlu-ee sons of Noahi* — 5. Whose 
decendants inhabited Europe principally!* — 6. Whose pos- 
terity inhabited Africa and the Western parts of Asia."* — 7. 
Wliose posterity inhabited the larger part of Asia? — 8. 
What did mankind agree to do? — ^Why did they wish to do 
so? — 9. How did God scatter them? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Land of Shinar, was also called Babylonia, and is now 
designated Irak-Arabi. It is situated in the province of 
Bagdad, 450 miles east of Jerusalem. 

Europe, yu^-rope : the smallest of the four great divisions 
of the world. It is about 3600 miles long and 2500 broad. 
It contains, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Great Brittain, 
Ireland, France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, Prussia^ 
Poland, Spain, Italy, Portugal, Greece, Hungary, Switzer- 
land, and part of Russia and Turkey. The population of 
Europe may be reckoned at 230^000,000. 

Africa, af-re-ca: one of the four grand divisions of 
Ihe earth. Its greatest length from north to south is 4320 
miles; and its greatest breadth is 4140 miles from east to 
west. The principal divisions are, Egjrpt, Barbary, Morroco, 
Algiers, Timis, Tripoh, Barca, Zaara, Negroland, Guinea, 
Loango, Congo, Angola, Benguela, Terra de Natal, Nubia, 
Adel, Ajan, Abyssinia, Zanguebar, Monomotapa, Mosambi- 
que, Ethiopia, and Cafiraria. The population of Africa is 
estimated at about 110,000,000. 

Asia, a^-zhe-a: one of the four great divisions of the 
^arth. It extends 6000 miles, from the Dardanelles on the 
west side, to the eastren shores of Tartary; and 4230 from 
north to south. Asia contains the following psirts ; Turkey 
in Asia, Arabia, Persia, the Mogul's Empire, Hindostan, 
Burmah, Tibet, China, Great and Little Bukharia, Korasin, 
Tartary, Siberia and the Islands. The population of Asia. 
may be estimated at 450,000,000. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

OF ABRAHAM— LOT— MELCHIZEDEK. 

1. The most celebrated man of Shem's posterity was 
Abram afterwards called Abraham, a son of Terah, in Ur 
of the Chaldees. Gen. xi. 27^ 

2. The first remarkable particular recorded of him is, 
that by faith he left his native country, to go wheresoever 
God called him. Gen. xii. 1 — 4. Heb. xi. 8. 

3. In obedience to the divine command he travelled first 
from Chaldea, to Haran; and then he went from Haran, to 
dwell among strangers in the land of Canaan. Gen. xi. 31 . 

XH. 5. 

4. Abraham was accompanied by Sarai his wife, sub- 
sequently called Sarah, and Lot his brother's son ; and they 
carried with them all their substance and their household. 
Gen. xii. 5. 

5. After dwelling together for some time, their cattle 
and servants became so numerous, that they parted for fear 
of quarrelling. Abraliam said unto Lot, "Let there be no 
strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my 
herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren." And 
Abraham gave Lot his choice to go to the East or the West. 
Gen. xiii. 1 — 9, 

6. Lot chose the East, and pitched his tent toward 
Sodom, because it was a well watered and fruitful country. 
Gen. xiii. 10—12. 

7. Afterward he was carried away captive, together with 
other inhabitants of Sodom, when the king of Sodom was 
routed in battle by his enemy. 

8. Abraham having heard of the event, armed his own 
servants, three hundred and eighteen men, who pursued the 
conquerors, routed them, and brought back Lot, and the 
other captives with their goods. Gen. xiv, 13 — 16. 

9. When Abraham was returning, great honour was 
done to him. For Melchizedek, the king of Salem, and 
priest of the Most High God, met him and pronounced a 
blessing upon hiiiK Gen. xiv. 18 — 20. Heb. vii. 1 — 3. 

The king of Sodom shewed great civility to Abraham on 
his return, and offered him all the goods that he had 
recovered from the invaders, but Abraham refused to accept 
them. Gen. xiv. 21 — 24. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

iO. We should be willing to part with every thing 
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However dear that might prevent us obeying and serving 
God. So Abram was willing to leave his country and home. 

11. Good men endeavour to promote peace. This is a 
beautiful part of Abraham's character. 

12. If we choose to live in wicked places, we may 
expect to share in their calamities, as Lot did. 

13. Abraham, with a true friendship, promptly came to 
the assistance of his relation, when he needed help. 

QUESTIONS^ 

1 . Who was Abraham? — 2, What is the first remarkable 
particular in his history? — 3. Whence did Abraham come? 
— Whither did he go.^ — 4. Who accompanied Abraham? — 
5. Why did they separate? — 6. Where did Lot pitch his 
tent? — 7. What happened to him? — 8. What did Abraham 
do for Lot? — 9. WTiat was done to Abraham on his return? 
— ^Who was Melchizedek.^ — 10. What should you be willing 
to part with.^ — 11. What should you promote.^ — 12. What 
may you expect, if you choose to live in wicked places ? — 
13. What did Abrsdiam do for his relation? — What should 
you do for those who may need your help? 

BXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Chaldba. kal-dee^-ah: a country of Asia, now called 
Irak-Arabi 450 miles east of Jerusalem, known in the most 
ancient times by the name of Shinar, &c. The metropolis 
of Chaldea was Babylon, whence the country around this 
city, was generally termed Babylonia. 

Haran, ha'-ran: otherwise called Charran, a city in 
Mesopotamia. It is 370 miles north east by north of Jer- 
usalem; in the province of Algeziras, in Asiatic Turkey. 

Canaan, kay^-nan: the country so named from Canaan 
the son of Ham. It lies between the Mediterranean Sea 
and the mountains of Arabia. Its length from the city of 
Dan, since called Csesarea Philippi, which stands at the foot 
of the mountains of Libanus, to Beersheba, is about 200 
miles; and its breadth from the Mediterranean Sea to the 
eastern borders is on the average about 80 miles. The 
population in the time of David was probably more than 
5,000,000, This country is also called Palestine — ^the Land 
of Promise — the Land of Judah and the Holy Land. 

Abram, a^-bram : a high father, a father of elevation. 
Abraham, a'-bra-ham: the father of a great multitude, 
Ohaldea, kal-dee'-a: as demons, as robbers. 
Melchizedek> mel-kiz^-ze-dek; king of righteousness 



20 

CHAPTER VIII. 

OF THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM, &c. 

1. Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by fire and 
brimstone from heaven, because of their abominable wicked- 
ness. Gen. xix. 24, 25. 

2. Abraham however interceded with God to spare 
Sodom, and God would have done it, had there been but 
ten righteous men in all the city. Gen. xviii. 23 — 33. 

3. The only persons that escaped from Sodom, were Lot 
and his two daughters. His wife went out of the city with 
him, but on looking back, she perished. Gen. xix. 15 — 26. 
2 Peter ii. 6 — 9. Luke xvii. 32. 

4. When Abraham removed from Lot, he went toward 
the west, and travelling on to the south-west, he sojourned 
in the land of Abimelech. Gen. xx. 1 . 

5. Abimelech was king of Gerar, in the country of the 
Pliihstines. Gen xx. 2. xxi. 32. 

6. The two chief sons of Abraham were Ishmael and 
Isaac. 

7. Ishmael became a great man, and the father of a 
large nation. Gen. xxv. 9, 12 — 19. 

8. But Isaac was the son of divine promise, from whom 
Christ was to descend. Gen. xxi. 1 — 3. Rom. ix. 7, 8. 

9. Abraham is called the "Father of the Faithful." 
because he beHeved the promises of God against all probable 
appearance^ and was a pattern to other believers in all ages^ 
Gen. XV. 16. Rom. iv. 11, 12. 

10. The three chief promises given to Abraham were ; 
first, that he should have a son when he was a hundred 
yeeu*s old; second, that his children should possess the land 
of CscoBBXk, when he had not ground enough to set his foot 
on there; and third, that all the famihes of the earth should 
be blessed in him, and his offspring. Gen. xvii. 8, 16, 17. 
xii. 3. Acts vii. 5. Gal. iii. 8^ 16, 

11. The f^uth of Abraham was manifested, by his con- 
stant obedience to the commands of God, and especially his 
readiness, even to offer up his beloved son, as a sacrifice. 
Gen. xxii. 1 — 14. Heb. xi. 17 — 19. 

12. It is written concerning Sarah, that she beUeved 
the promise of God — ^her name was changed from Sarai to 
Sarah — and she is represented as an example to female 
believers. Gen. xvii. 15, 16. Heb. xi. 11. 1 Pet. iii. 6. 

13. Abraham died at the age of 175 years, and was 
buried at Mamre ; in the year before Christ eighteen hundred 

^ twenty one. 
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IMPROVEMENT. 

14. The terrible judgment that shall overtake all the 
wicked, is illustrated by the destruction of Sodom. 

15. We see the astonishing efficacy of prayer. And in 
the name of Jesus let us intercede for our country, and for 
our own souls; for whatsoever we ask the Father in his 
name, it shall be done unto us. 

16. "Abraham beHeved in God, and staggered not at 
the promise through unbelief." Let us be strong in faith, 
giving glory to God. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How were Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed? — 2. Who 
interceded for Sodom? — 3. Who escaped from Sodom? — 
4. Where did Abraham go when he removed from Lot? — 
6. Who were the chief sons of Abraham? — 9. What was 
Abraham called? — 10. What were the three chief promises 
given to Abraham? — 11. How was Abraham's faith mani- 
fested? — 14. What is illustrated by the destruction of 
Sodom? — 15. What is efficacious in turning away the 
wrath of God? — 16. In whom did Abraham beHeve? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Sodom, sod''-dom: an ancient city of Palestine, which 
was destroyed, together with Gomorrah, Admah, and 
Zeboim. The place where these cities stood, is now covered 
by the waters of the Dead Sea, or the Lake Asphaltites. 

Gerar, ge^-rar: a city of the Phihstines, in the south- 
west of Canaan, not far from Beer-Sheba and Gaza. It 
was 38 miles south west by west of Jerusalem, and was 
included in the tribe of Simeon. 

Ishmael, ish'-ma-el: God who hears. 

Sarai, say^-ray: my lady, my princess, 

Sarah, say'rah : lady, princess of the multitude. 

Abimelech, ab-im''-me-lek: father of the king. 

Manure, mam'-re : rebellious, bitter, that changes : — a place 

near Hebron. 
Ungodly, un-god'-le : wicked, negligent of God and his laws. 
Efficacy, ef-fe-ka-se: power to produce effects. 
Staggered, stag^-gurd; hesitated, fell into doubt. 
Faithful, fath'-ful : firm in adherance to the truth of religion. 
Appearance, ap-pe^-ranse : the act of coining into sight. 
Manifested, man'-ne-fest»ed : made apparent, discovered. 



22 

CHAPTER IX. 

OF ISAAC— JACOB— ESAU, 

1. Isaac, feared the God of his father; he had frequent 
visitations from God, and went out into the fields to enjoy 
religious meditation. Gen. xxiv. 63. xxvi. 2, 24, 25. 

2. His wife's name was Rebekah. Abraham sent his 
confidential and pious servant for her, to his ovm family in 
Mesopotamia, because he was imwilling, that Isaac should 
marry among the wicked Canaanites. Divine Providence 
guided the servant in his way, and in answer to prayer, grant- 
ed him success in his mission. Gen. xxiv. 3, 4, 51 — 59. 

3. Isaac had two sons, Esau, and Jacob. Esau, the 
eldest son, sold his birthright to his brother, for a mess of 
pottage. Gen. xxv. 25 — 34. 

4. Jacob, the younger son of Isaac, by his mother's 
contrivance, obtained his father's blessing, though not in a 
right way. Gren. xxvii. 27. 

5. Esau resented this action, and threatened to kill 
,racob, who therefore left his father's house. Gen. xxvii. 4 1 . 

6. Jacob went to Laban the Syrian, who was his mother's 
brother. Gen. xxviii. 2, 5. 

7. Whilst he was with Laban, he kept his cattle, an^ 
married his two daughters, Rachel and Leah. Gen. xxix. 

8. Jacob remained with Laban twenty years, till he had 
a large family of children, and servants ; much cattle, and 
great riches. Gen. xxxi. 41. 

9. On his return to Canaan, he had a vision of God, as 
a man wrestling with him, and because he prevailed with 
God for a blessing, he was called Israel, which means a 
prince with God. Gen. xxxii. 28. 

10. And God turned Esau's heart, so that he met his 
brother with great civility and kindness. Gen. xxxiii. 

1 1 . On his return to Canaan, Jacob appears to have fixed 
his residence with his Father, at Hebron. Gen. xxxv. 27. 

12. The sons of Jacob were twelve in number, and they 
were called the twelve patriarchs, because they were the 
fathers of the twelve tribes of Israel. Gen. xxxv. 22. 
Acts vii. 8. Num. i. 4 — 16. 

13. Their names were Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin, Dan, Naphtali, Grad, 
and Asher. Gen. xxxv. 23 — 26. 

1 4. Esau also had a large posterity, who chiefly inhabited 
mount Seir; and they were called Edomites, from their 
father's other name, Edom. Gen. xxxvi. 8, 9. 
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15. And Jacob, having blessed his sons, died aged one 
hundred and forty seven years ; in the year before Christ 
one thousand six hundred and eighty nine. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

16. Let us learn in all our ways to acknowledge God, 
and submit to his guidance and direction : thus did Abraham 
and his servant, when entering on important business. 

1 7. Jacob obtained the blessing of his Father by decep- 
tion, and as a punishment in the order of Providence, he was 
obliged to leave his home and parents, and became subject 
to many fears, hardships, and privations. His example 
should be a warning to us always to act uprightly. 

18. Esau's intention to revenge himself on Jacob, was 
very wicked. Let us rule our own spirits, and learn to be 
content and easy, under the disappointments of life. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How was Isaac distinguished? — 3. How many sons 
had Isaac ? — 6. Where did Jacob go when he left his father's 
house? — 8. How long did Jacob remain with Laban.^ — 9. 
What had Jacob as he returned to Canaan? — 10. How did 
Esau meet Jacob? — 12. How many sons had Jacob .^ — 13. 
What were the names of the patriarchs ? — 16. Whom should 
you acknowledge in all your ways? — 17. How did Jacob 
obtain his Father's blessing? — How was he punished for 
it? — ^What lesson should his example teach you? — 18. What 
should you rule.^ — ^What should you learn to be? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Mesopotamia, mes-o-po-tay'-me-ah: an extensive pro- 
vince 400 miles north east of Jerusalem, lying between 
the rivers Euphrates and the Tigris. At the present 
time it forms a chief part of Asiatic Turkey; and is divided 
into three parts, namely Diarbekir, Diarmodar and Diarrabia; 
the whole collectively being denominated Algeziras. 

Hebron, he'-bron: called also Arba and Kirjath-Arba; 
is situate about 20 miles southward of Jerusalem. 

Isaac, i^'zak: laughter. 

Rebekah, re-bek -ah: fat, quarrel appeased. 

Esau, e^-saw: he that does or finishes. 

Jacob, ja'-kob: he that supplants, the heel. 

Rachel, ray'-tshel: a sheep. 

Leah, le'ah : weary, tired. 

Israel, is''-ra-el : prevailing with God. 



24 

CHAPTER X. 

Sec. 1.— of JOB. 

1 . Job was a truly religious man in the land of Uz or 
Idumea, who had ten children and great riches. Job i. 1 — 3. 

2. It is related of him, as an evidence of his piety, and 
his paternal care, that when his children had been feasting 
each other in their turns, he offered sacrifices for them, lest 
they should have sinned and provoked God in the seasons 
of their mirth. Job. i. 4, 5. 

3. The afflictions that fell upon Job were many and 
grievous. His servants were slain — ^he lost his property — 
his children were killed in a storm — and he was smitten 
with biles, from the sole of his foot, to the crown of his 
head. Job i. 6 — 19. ii. 6. 7. 

4. Under his trials, Job manifested remarkable patience, 
he blessed the name of the Lord, and did not murmur at 
his providence. Job i. 20 — 22. ii. 10. 

5. Three friends came to mourn with him and comfort 
him; but when they saw him so dreadfully afflicted, they 
rashly concluded, he had been guilty of very great sins, 
notwithstanding his outward profession of piety; and there- 
fore they severely reproved him for his grievous complaints. 
Job iv. &c. 

6. In reply to their charges Job maintained this great 
truth, that God did sometimes afflict those that were inno- 
cent, for wise and unsearchable reasons; and he vindicated 
his own innocence, placing his trust in God. Job ix. &c. 

7. Nevertheless Job failed in his duty toward God. For 
under the violence of his distress, and the unjust accusations 
of his friends, he sometimes spake unadvisedly, and used 
rash and unbecoming language, in reference to the Almighty, 
and in his own justification. Job vi. vii. &c. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

8. Job was amiable, sincere, and upright, and Uved in 
the fear of God; from which flowed his obedience to God. 
Let us emulate his character. 

9. Pious parents are much concerned, for the spiritual 
welfare of their children. They wiU watch over them, pray 
for them, and give them solemn warning and exhortation. 

10. Heavy afflictions may come upon the best of men, 
one upon the heels of another. See here how we should 
behave under them. Ye have heard of the patience of Job ; 
be ye also patient brethren. 
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11. To visit and comfort the afliicted, is a necessary 
part of friendship and religion. Let us cultivate a tender, 
and compassionate spirit; and esteem it better to go to the 
house of mourning than the house of feasting. 

QUBSTIONS. 

1. What was Job? — ^Where did he live.^ — How many 
children had he? — 2. What is related of him as an evidence 
of his piety? — 3. What were the afflictions that fell upon 
Job ? — 4. What did Job manifest under his trials ? — 5. Who 
came to mourn with and comfort Job? — ^What did they 
rashly conclude? — ^What did they do on hearing his com- 
plaints? — 6. What did Job maintain in reply to their 
charges.^ — 7. In what way did Job fail in his duty? — 8. 
What was Job's character? — On a view of Job's character, 
what should you do? — 9. What are pious parents much 
concerned for? — ^What will they do? — 10. What may come 
upon the best of men? — How should they behave.^ — 11. 
What is a necessary part of friendship and religion ? — What 
should you cultivate? — Where should you esteem it better 
to go? 

* EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Truly, troo'-le : according to truth, not falsely, faithfully. 
Evidence, eV'-e-dense; the state of being evident, clearness, 

testimony, proof. 
Grievous, greeV'-us: afflictive, painful, hard to be borne. 
Bile : a sore angry swelling. 

To murmur, mur -mur ; to grumble, to utter secret discontent 
Dreadfully, dred'-ful-e : terribly, so as to raise fear. 
Rashly, rash''-le : hastily, without due consideration. 
Severely, se-vere^-le: painfully, afflictively, strictly. 
Vindicated, vin-de-ka'-ted : justified, supported, maintained. 
Failed, faled^: fell short, was deficient. 
Violence, vi^-o-lense: force, strength, vehemence. 
Accusations, ak-ku-za'-shuns: the charges brought against 

any one. 
Unadvisedly, un-ad-vi''-zed-ly: done without due thought. 
Unbecoming, un-be-kum'-ing : unsuitable, indecorous, any 

thing contrary to propriety. 
Amiable, a'-me-a-bl: lovely, pleasing, worthy to be loved. 
Sincere, sin-sere': pure, unmingled, honest, undissembling. 
To emulate, em''-u-late: to rival, to be equal to. 
Spiritual, spir'-it-tshu-al : not temporal, relating to the 

things of heaven. 
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chapter x. 

Sbc. 2.— of job continued. 

1 . The controversy between Job and his friends, was 
at leng^ settled, in the following manner. 

2. Elihu, a fourth friend, who was younger than the 
rest, had come to visit him, and he took a middle way, to 
end this dispute. 

3. He reproved the three friends, for asserting, that 
God would never afflict any innocent man, so much as Job 
was afflicted, but he severely reproved Job, for insisting 
80 much, on his own innocence before Gk)d. Job. xxxii. 

4. The foundation of Elihu's arg^ument, on this occasion, 
was, the supreme majesty, and holmess of God, — his sover- 
eign dominion, over all things, — ^the unsearchableness, of 
his wisdom and conduct, toward men, — and the meanness 
and sinfulness, of the best of men, in his sight. Job. xxxiii. 

5. The Abnighty himself, then engaged in deciding this 
controversy. 

6. By a voice out of the whirlwind, he greatly confirmed, 
the sentiments and opinions of Elihu; asserting his own 
supreme wisdom and power, and his grandeur and dominion 
over all things. Job. xxxv. &c. 

7. The efiect produced^ on Job's mind, was most bene- 
ficial. He confessed his folly, abhorred himself for his sin» 
under the apprehension of the holiness, and the majesty of 
God, and repented, in dust and ashes. Job xlii. 1—6. 

8. The Almighty disapproved, of the false accusations 
of Job, by his three friends, and of their wrong sentiments 
concerning himself, and his conduct, and directed them to 
offer a saoifice of Atonement, and to request Job to pray 
for them. Job xlii. 7, 8. 

9. Jebovab afterwards shewed tokens of favour to Job. 
He released him from all his afflictions, g^ve him a numer- 
ous family, and great increase of wealUi, and prolonged his 
life, to a great age. Job. xlii. 10 — 17. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

10. Modesty and humility, as exemplified in Elihu's 
conduct, are great ornaments to young people. But the 
fear of God should engage ministers and parents to deal 
plainly with their chfu'ge, in all matters of importance, 
particularly those where religion and happiness are con- 
cerned. 
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1 1 . We should firmly believe, and reverentl j acknowledge, 
the righteousness and equity of God. 

12. A sense of the perfect knowledge of God, ought 
continually, to impress our minds. 

13. The great lesson, which we are to learn, from the 
history of Job, is to be patient, under the troubles of life. 
And though men may censure us, yet, if we cleave to the 
Lord, he will acknowledge, and approve of us, as his faithful 
servants. 

QUESTIONS. 

2. Who interposed between Job and his friends, to settle 
their controversy?— 3. What did he reprove Job's friends 
for? — What did he reprove Job for? — 4, What was the 
foundation of £3ihu's argument? — ^5. Who after £3ihu 
engaged in settling the controversy? — 6. What did the 
Almighty confirm? — 7. What was the effect produced on 
Job's mind? — 8. Of what did the Almighty disapprove? — 
What did the Lord direct Job's friends to do? — 9. What 
tokens of favour did Jehovah shew to Job afterwards ? — 
10. What are great ornaments to young people.^ — ^In what 
matters particularly should we deal plamly with men ? — 1 1 . 
What should you firmly believe and reverently acknowledge ? 
— 12. What should continually impress our ipinds? — 13. 
What is the great lesson you may learn from the history 
of Job ? — ^If you cleave to the Lord what will he do for you? 

EXPLANATIONS ANn PRONUNCIATION. 

Innocent, in^-no-sent: pure from mischief, free from guilt. 
Insisting, in-sist^-ing: persisting in, standing or resting upon 
Meanness, mene^-nes: low rank, poverty, lowness of mind. 
Deciding, de-si^-ding: determining a question or dispute. 
Confirmed, kon-fermd^: established, placed beyond doubt. 
Sentiments, sen^-te-ments: thoughts, notions, opinions. 
Exemplified, egz-em^-ple-fide: illustrated by example. 
Patient, pa'^-shent: calm under pain or affliction, enduring. 
Cleave, kleve : to adhere, to stick, to hold to. 
Controversy, kon^-tro-ver-se: dispute, debate. 
Debate, de-bate': a personal dispute, a controversy. 
Supreme, su-preme': highest in dignity, most excellent. 
Sovereign, suv'-er-in: supreme in power, having no superior 
Unsearchableness, im-sertsh'-a-bl-nes : that which cannot 

be searched out. 
Reverently, rev'-er-ent-le : respectfully, with awe. 
Equity, ek'-kwe-te: justice, right, honesty, impartiality. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Sbc. 1.— of JOSEPH. 

1 . By referring to the ninth Chapter, it will be seen, 
that Joseph was the son of Jacob. His mother's name was 
Rachel, and he was greatly beloved, by his father. Gen. 
xxxvii. 1 — 4. Acts vii. 9, 10. 

2. His brethren envied him, on accomit of his father's 
particular affection for him, and because he dreamed, they 
should bow down to him. They therefore sold him, when 
he was about seventeen years of age, for a slave into Kgypt; 
where he became, a ruler in the land. Gen. xli. 40. Acts vii. 

3. His first station in Egypt, was that of a servant, in 
the house of Potiphar; and by a false accusation of his 
master's wife, who tempted him, without success, to conunit 
sin, he was cast into prison. Gen. xxxix. 9 — 20. 

4. Whilst he was in prison, he interpreted the dreams, 
of two of his fellow prisoners, one of whom was a butler, 
the other a baker, and the interpretation proved correct. 
Gen. xl. 

5. About two years after this incident, Pharoah, the 
king, had a remarkable dream, and Joseph, at the sugges- 
tion of the butler, was sent for, to interpret it. He foretold, 
the seven years of plenty, and seven years of famine, which 
the king dreamed of, under the two emblems of good and 
bad ears of com, and of seven fat kine, and seven lean 
ones. Joseph's conduct, on this occasion, obtained for him, 
the esteem of the king, and he was raised, to be the ruler 
of Elgypt, under Pharoah. Gen. xh. 37 — 45. Prov. iii. 6. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

6. Envy is indeed, a hateful and dangerous passion. It 
led Joseph's brethren, to a most deliberate, and malicious 
design, that shocks human nature. Envy is one of those 
wretched tempers, which excludes, from the kingdom of 
heaven. Let us check, the first risings, of an envious dis- 
position, which tends to so much misdtdef. 

7. The fear of God, preserved Joseph, from committing 
sin. Divine grace, can keep us, from those snares, which 
are most artfully laid. 

8. See how easily, God can deliver his people, and turn 
their captivity, into triumph and joy. This Joseph little 
expected, after so long a delay. The Lord knoweth, how 
to dehver the godly, out of all their tribulations. 
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«IUESTI0NS. 

1. Who was Joseph? — 2. Who envied him?— Were 
they right or wrong in so doing? — ^What does that 
teaeh you? — ^What did Joseph's brethren do with him? — 3. 
What was Joseph's first station in Eg3Tpt? — ^Who falsely 
accused Joseph? — ^Was she right or wrong in so doing P — 
What does that tea^h you?— -4. What took place whilst 
Joseph was in prison?—^. How long after this had Pharoah 
a remarkable dream? — ^What was the interpretation? — 6. 
What passion is hateful and dangerous? — ^What did it lead 
Joseph's brethren to? — ^From whence will envy exclude 
you? — ^What should you check and suppress? — 7. What 
preserved Joseph from committing- sin? — ^What does that 
teach you? — ^What can grace preserve you from? — 8. What 
can God easily do for his people? — ^Who knows how to 
dehver the godly out of their tribulations? 

EXPLANATIONS AN0 PRONUNCIATION. 

Eqypt, e'-jipt: a coimtry on the north-east of Africa, oc- 
cupying the Delta, or triangular plain, and valley of the Nile, 
as high as the cataracts of Syene (or Assouan); bounded 
on the North by the Mediterranean; £ast by the Isthmus 
of Suez and the Red Sea; West by the Libyan desert and 
the territory of Dema; and* South by Nubia. Its extent 
is about 600 miles in length. From AjBsouan to Cairo, a dis^ 
tance of 500 miles, the average width of the valley is about 
eight miles, hemmed in by two parallel ridges. But on the 
Mediterranean coast it widens to the extent of 250 miles. 
The population of Egypt has been estimated at 2,500,000. 
The Upper Egypt seems to be called Pathros, in scripture 
as distinguished from the Lower properly called Caphtor 
or Egypt. 

Envied, en^*vid: hated another for excellence or success. 
Affection, af-fek^-shun : passion of any kind, love, kindness. 
Station, sta'^-shun: post assigned, office, employment, rank. 
Accusation, ak-ku-za^-shun : the charge brought against 

any one. 
Interpreted, in-ter^-pret-ed: explained, translated, laid open. 
Remarkable, re-mark^'-a-bl: observable, worthy of note. 
Deliberate, de-lib'-er-ate: circumspect, wary, dow. 
Malicious, ma-lish'-us : ill-disposed to any one, intending ill. 
Captivity, kap-tiv'-e-te : bondage, slavery, servitude. 
Tribulations, trib-u-W-shuns : persecutions, distresses » , 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Sbc. 2.— of JOSEPH'S BRETHREN— JACOB. 

1 . In the famine, Joseph's hrethren, who it appears did 
not know him again, went down from Hehron, in the land 
of Canaan, to buy com in Egypt, and bowed down to him, 
according to his dreams. But he treated them roughly at 
first, and made himself strange to them, till their consciences 
smote them, for their cruelty toward him, in former times, 
though it was now, upwards of twenty years, since they had 
sold him as a slave. Gen. xhi. 

2. Yet, he did not revenge himself upon them, but made 
himself known to them, with much affection and tenderness. 
Gen. xlv. Eph. iv. 32. 

3. Joseph fully manifested his forgiveness of them, by 
sending for his Father, and desiring tas brethren, to bring 
their families into Egypt; where he maintained the whole 
of them, in the most bountiful manner, during the remainder 
of the famine. Gen. xlv. xlvii. 

4. Jacob died in Egypt, in the midst of his children, 
but according to his desire, his body, was carried up, to the 
land of Canaan, and was buried there, in the faith of the 
promise, that his seed should possess that land. Gen. xlix. 

5. Joseph died, aged one hundred and ten years, in the 
year before Christ, one thousand six hundred and thirty five. 

6. After Joseph's death, the families of Israel, were 
made slaves in Egypt, and a new king, who knew not 
Joseph, sorely oppressed them, and endeavoured to destroy 
them. Exod. i. 13, 14, 16, 22. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

7. The fear of God, wherever it prevails, will promote 
a sense of humanity. Joseph durst do no wrong, because 
he feared God, — the all-mighty, all-knowing, — and all- 
merciful God. 

8. See the force of conscience; it brought to the 
recollection, of Joseph's brethren, those crimes, that were 
committed twenty years before. Conscience brings old 
sins, to a new reckoning; though it seems to be asleep, it 
records faithfully, and will be a fearful accuser, another day. 
Let us guard against sin, for it may be very bitter, many 
months, yea many years, after it is committed and forgotten. 

9. Joseph's generosity And forgiveness, towards his 
offending brethren, appear truly amiable. The best way» 
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of revenging an injury, is to use the oflfender, as well as we 
can; — this is true greatness of spirit. 

QUESTIONS. 

I . Who went down to BLgypt to buy corn? — ^Who were smit- 
ten by their consciences? — For what did their consciences 
smite them? — What does that teach you.** — 2. What did 
Joseph refrain from doing? — How did Joseph make himself 
known to his brethren? — ^3. What did Joseph manifest 
towards those who had injured him ? — ^What does that teach 
you? — What did Joseph do for his father and brethren in 
their need? — What does that teach you? — 6. What hap- 
pened to the families of Israel after Joseph's death? — 7. 
What will promote a sense of humanity? — ^Who did no 
wrong? — Why durst he do no wrong? — ^What does that 
teach you? — 8. What brought the crimes of Joseph's 
brethren, to their recollection? — ^What records faithfully? — 
What will be a fearful accuser another day? — ^What may be 
very bitter long after it is conunitted and forgotten? — 9. 
What appeared amiable in Joseph towards his offending 
brethren? — ^Who manifested generosity and forgiveness? — 
What does that teach you? — ^Which is the best way of 
revenging an injury? — What is true greatness of spirit? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Hebron, he''-bron : is now called El Khalyl, a city com- 
puted to be twenty seven miles south-west of Jerusalem^ 
formerly in the tribe of Judah. 

Famine, fam'-in : scarcity of food, dearth. 
Treated, trete'-ed: used, entertained, managed. 
Roughly, ruf -le : harshly, uncivilly, without tenderness. 
Cruelty, kroo''-il-te : inhumanity, savageness, barbarity. 
Toward, to'-urd: with respect to, touching, regarding. 
Upwards, up^-wardz : mc^'e than, with tendency to a higher 

number. 
Tenderness, ten'-dur-nes : kind attention, anxiety for the 

good of another. 
Forgiveness^ for-giv^-nes : the act of forgiving, pardon. 
Bountiful, boun^-te-ful : liberal, generous, munificent. 
Sorely, sore^-le: with a great degree of pain or distress. 
Oppressed, op-presd': crushed by hardship, or unreasonable 

severity. 
Endeavoured, en-dev^-urd: attempted, tried. 
Prevails, pre-vales^; is in force, has power, has influence. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Sbc. 1.— of MOSES— burning BUSH, &c. 

1. Moses was the son of Amram, the grandson of 
Kohath, and the great grandson of Levi. He was wonder- 
fully saved from drowning, when an infant. £xod. ii. 10. 
Actsvii. 20. 21. 

2. For Fharoah, the king of Egypt, had commanded 
every male child to he drowned; and when Moses' parents 
could hide him no longer, they laid him hy the hank of the 
river, in an ark or hox of hnlrnshes. Exod. i. 22. ii. 3. 

3. The king of 'Egypt's daughter found him, hy the 
river, and pitied the child, and hrought him up, for her own 
son. Exod. ii. 5, 6, 9. ' 

4. But he did not continue, a courtier in Egypt, for^ 
when he was grown a man, he shewed his pity to his kmdred, 
in their slavery, and slew an Egyptian, and on this fact 
being known, he fled from the court of Fharoah. Ex. ii. 1 1 . 

5. He then went, to the land of Midian, where he kept, 
the sheep of Jethro, a priest or prince of the country, and 
married his daughter. Exod. iL 14. iii. 1 . 

6. When attending Jethro's flock, God appeared to him,, 
in a burning bush, near Mount Horeb, and appointing him 
to deliver Israel; sent him and Aaron, to Fharoah, to require 
the release of his people. Exod. ii. 1 — 18. 

7. Moses and Aaron had power given them from God, 
to work several miracles, to convince the people of Israel^ 
as well as Fharoah, that they had a commission, from the 
Most High. Exod. iv. 1—10. 

lyPROVBMENT. 

8. The interposition of Divine Providence, is strikingly 
manifested, in the preservation of Moses. Let us commit 
our way to that God, who rules over all : he can save us. 

9. Let us admire and imitate, the faith and piety of 
Moses, which led him to choose affliction, with the people 
of God, rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
-season, in company with the wicked. 

10. God has a gracious regard to his people, under 
their heaviest afflictions. As a father pitieth his children, 
BO the Lord pitieth them that fear him: therefore let us be 
patient, and cast our care upon him^ who careth for us. 
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QUESTIONS. 



1 . Who was Moses? — 2. How was he in danger of being 
drowned? — 3. "Who found Moses by the river? — ^What 
did she feel towards him, when thus exposed to danger and 
death? — ^What did she do for him? — What does that teach 
you? — 4. What did Moses not continue to be? — What did 
he shew when he had grown a man? — 5. Where did Moses 
go when he fled from Pharoah's court? — ^What did he do 
ther^ ? — 6. Who appeared to Moses ? — How did God appear 
to him? — ^What did God appoint him to do? — 7. What had 
Moses power given him to work? — 8. What is strikingly 
manifested in the preservation of Moses? — ^Who rules over 
all? — ^To whom should you commit your way? — ^Who can 
save you? — 9. What should you admire and imitate in 
Moses? — ^What did Moses choose? — Rather than what did 
he choose affliction? — ^What does that teach you? — 10. 
Who has a gracious regard to his people? — ^Who pitieth 
his children? — Whom does the Lord pity? — What should 
you be, when you remember Grod pities his children ? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

MibiAN, mid'-e-an : the land into which Moses fled from 
the Egyptians. It was in Arabia, a country lying to the 
south by west of the Holy Land, about 1 70 miles distant. 

Burning Bush. The bush burning, and not consumed, 
represented the Hebrew nation, in the fire of Egjrptian 
cruelty; and the church in the fire of persecution and dis- 
tress, and yet not in the least destroyed by it, because of 
the good- will and favour of him that dwelt, that is, appeared, 
in the bush. Deut. xxxiii. 16. Acts vii. 30, 35. 

Levi, one of the twelve sons of Jacob. 

Miracle, mir'-a-kl: an effect above human or natural 
power, performed in attestation of some truth. 

Courtier, korte^-yur: one that attends the courts of princes. 

Kindred, kin'-dred: relation by birth, or marriage, affinity. 

Slavery, sla'-vur-e : the condition of slaves, servitude. 

Attending, at-tend'-ing: waiting on, being present with. 

Appeared, ap-pered': was visible, was in sight. 

Appointing, ap-point'-ing: establishing by a decree, fur- 
nishing in hil points. 

To deliver, de-Uv^-ur: to rescue, to save. 

To require, re'-qwire : to ask a thing as of right, to demand. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Sbc. 2.— of MOSES— ten PLAGUES— RED SEA. 

1. And when Pharoah refused, to let the people go, 
Moses and Aaron brought the followuig Ten Plagues, on 
the king and all the land, by the power of God. 

1. llle water turned into blood. 2. Frogs. 3. Lice. 
4. Flies. 5. Murrain among the cattle. 6. Scabs and 
blisters on man and beast. 7. Thunder, lightning, and 
hail. 8. Locusts. 9. Thick darkness. 10. The firetbom 
slain. Exod. vii.— ^xi. Ps. cv. 26. 

2. Pharoah and his people were willing, finally, to release 
the Israehtes, when they saw, that they were all likely to 
be destroyed, for there was not a house wherein, there was 
not one dead. They then hastened them away, and gave 
them whatever they asked. Exod. xii. 29 — 36. 

3. The Israehtes marched, toward the wilderness of the 
Red Sea, as they were divinely guided, by a pillar of a 
cloud by day, and by a pillar of fire by night. Ex. xiii. 18. 

4. Pharoah and his army repented, that they had let 
them go; and therefore, they pursued them to the Red Sea, 
resolving to destroy them. Exod. xiv. 5. xv. 9. 

5. But at the command of Jehovah, Moses struck the 
sea with his rod, and divided the waters asunder, so that 
the people of Israel, went through upon dry land. Ex. xiv. 

6. And the Lord troubled the army of the Egjrptians, 
that followed them, and retarded their march; and when 
Moses stretched out his hand, over the sea, the waters 
returned upon the Egyptians, and they were all drowned. 
Exod. xiv. 28. 

7. This deUverance was gratefully acknowledged, by 
the Israehtes in a song of praise. Ex. xv. 1 — 18. Ps. cvi. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

8. Let us adore, the Almighty power of God, as 
manifested in the production of those ten plagues. How 
wonderful is his power! and what madness it is, for any, 
even the greatest of men, to contend with him. 

9. We see the folly, of refusing to humble ourselves, 
before God. For all those, that lift themselves up against 
God, and act proudly and arrogantly, shall soon be brought 
low. 

10. God's goodness, in deh vexing his people, in their 
great strait, may encourage the pious, to put their trust in- 
him, in all their difficulties. 
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1 1 . And the destruction of the Egyptians, may teach 
ohstinate and rehellious sinners, that a heavy punishment 
awaits the finally impenitent. 

QUESTIONS. 

1 . When Pharoah refused to let the pec^le go, what did 
Moses and Aaron hring on the land? — ^What was the first 
plague? second? third? fourth? fifkh? sixth? seventh? 
eighth? ninth? tenth? — 2. When was Pharoah willing, to 
release the Israelites? — 3. What way did the IsraeUtes 
march, when they left Egypt? — 4. What did Pharoah and 
his army do, after the Israelites were gone? — 5. What did 
Moses do, at the Red Sea, hy the command of God? — 6. 
What happened to the Eg3rptian army? — 7. How was this 
deliverance gratefully aclmowledged? — 8. Whom should 
we adore? — ^What is it madness for the greatest men to do ? 
— ^What is refusing to humhle ourselves before God? — 
What shall be done to those who lift themselves up against 
Grod? — ^What then does that teach you? — 10. What may 
God's goodness do for the pious? — ^Why should they be 
encouraged? — ^What does that teach you? — 11. What may 
the destruction of the Egyptians teach? — ^What awaits the 
finally impenitent? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Red Sea; or the Arabian Gulph, separates Arabia from 
Africa. It is stated by some geographers to be 1200 miles 
long, and by others it is computed to be 1500. Its breadth 
varies, from about 30 miles, at its mouth, to upwards of 
200 miles, where broadest. It is separated from the Med- 
iterranean Sea on the North, by the Isthmus of Suez; and 
communicates on the South by the strait of Babelmandel, 
with the Indian Ocean. "Formerly the Gulph extended at 
least twenty five ilfles north of Suez, the place where it 
terminates at present." ''It is supposed to have been from 
nine to twelve miles broad, where &e Israelites crossed it. 

Plagues, plages: pestilence, things troublesome and afflictive 
Murrain, mu/-rin : the plague in cattle. 
To release, re-lese': to set free from servitude or confinement. 
Wilderness, wil'-dur-nes : a desert, a tract of solitude. 
Divinely, de-vine'-le : by the agency or influence of God. 
Guided, gyid^'-ed: directed, regulated, superintended. 
Asunder, a-sun'-dur: apart, separately, not together. 
Retarded, re-tard'-ed: lundered in swiftness of course. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Sec. 3.— MOSES— the ISRAELITES, &c. 

1. After their passage through the Red Sea, the 
people of Israel travelled in the wilderness of Arahia, as 
God guided them, by the pillar of cloud, and the pillar of 
fire ; and they moved, or rested, according to the motions 
of tills cloud. Exod. xiii. 21. Num. x. 33, 34. 

2. But the people were neither grateful, nor obedient, 
as they ought to have been, for at the meeting of almost 
every difficulty, they murmured against Moses, and against 
God'. Exod. XV. 23, 24. xvi. 2, 3. 

3. And by divine appointment, they wandered forty 
years in the wilderness, for their sins. Num. xiv. 32, 33. 

4. Providence mercifully, and miraculously provided for 
them, the necessaries of life. Manna was rained daily 
from heaven for their food ; and Mount Horeb yielded 
them a supply of water, after it was smitten by Moses; and 
their raiment was preserved from deoay. Exod. xvi. xvii. 
Num. XX. 11. Deut. viii. 3. xxix. 5. Neh. ix. 15. 
1 Cor. X. 4. 

5. Moses governed all the people for a time himself; 
but afterwards, by the advice of his father-hi-law Jethro, 
and by God's approbation, he appointed Officers and 
Judges over the people, for common cases, but every 
harder case was taken to himself. Exod. x. 8. 

6. Moses conversed with the Almighty, during "forty 
days" on Mount Sinai; and there he learned those laws, 
by which the people of Israel were governed. Ebcod. xxiv. 
12, 18. Duet. ix. 9, 18. 

7. The laws which Moses instrumentally gave the 
Jews, have been divided into three kinds, moral, ceremo- 
nial, and judicial laws. Elxod. xxiv. 12. Isa. xxxiii. 22. 

8. ''The design of the Mosaic instil|pite was fourfold. 
To record the moral laws, under which the Jews, and all 
men are placed, to the end of time; To exhibit, in a 
more perfect system of types, the grace of the evangelical 
dispensation, which the Messiah was to introduce, in its 
perfected form ; To keep the Israelites, from the idolatrous 
practices of other nations; and. To provide for their civil 
improvement." 

IMPROVEMENT. 

9. Providence takes care of good men, and leads them 
in the right way to the city of habitation. 
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10. Let us guard our hearts, that they do not murmur 
against God, when we are in difficulties. What a perverse 
people was this! They quarrelled with Moses, with Aaron, 
and with (Jod. The heart is too ready, to fret against the 
Lord, when brought into straits; therefore keep the heart 
with all dihgence. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Where did the children of Israel travel? — How were 
they guided? — 3. How long did the Israehtes wander in 
the wilderness? — 4. Who provided for them the necessaries 
of Hfe? — ^What rock yielded them a supply of water .^ — 5. 
Who governed the Israehtes under God? — 6. Where did 
Moses obtain the laws by which he governed? — 7. Into 
how many kinds have the laws of Moses been divided? — 8. 
What was the design of the Mosaic institute? — 9. Who 
takes care of good men? — ^What does that teach you? — 10. 
What should we do when we are in difficulties ? — ^What is 
the heart too ready to do? — ^What then should you do? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Man'na. That food wherewith God fed the children of 
Israel in the deserts of Arabia. It was a httle grain, white 
like hoar frost, — ^round, — and of the bigness of coriander 
seed. It fell, in such prodigious quantities, around the 
Hebrew camp, as to sustain almost three miUions of men, 
women, and children. According to one author, they 
consumed 94,466 bushels in a day, and 1,379,203,600 in 
forty years. By the Manna, God intended to prefigure that 
spiritual meat which is now presented in the Gospel. John 
vi. 32, 33. 

Ho^'reb : a famous mountain in Arabia Petraea, near the 
head of the Red Sea, a part of which, or near to which was 
Sinai. It is about, three hundred and twenty miles S. S. 
W. of Jerusalem. 

Passage, pas^-sidge : act of passing, journey. 

Grateful, grate'-ful : having a due sense of benefits. 

Mercifully, mer^se-ful-le : tenderly, mildly, with pity. 

Moral, moZ-ral : relating to the practice of men. 

Ceremonial, ser-e-mo'-ne-al : relating to ceremony, or out- 
ward rite. 

Judicial, ju-dish''-al : practised in the distribution of public 
justice. 

Institute, in'-ste-tute : estabhshed law, settled order, maxim. 

D 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Sec. 4.— MOSES— sacred PERSONS & THINGS. 

1. Of the Priests. By the divine command, priests 
were appointed, to perform the offices of public worship. 
Aaron himself, and die oldest of his family, were the high- 
priests in succession; and the rest of his sons, with their 
posterity, were the priests, provided they had no blemish 
on their bodies. Lev. xvi. 32. Exod. xxix. 30. Num. iii. 

2. Their chief business was, to offer sacrifices to the 
Lord, to bum incense before him, in the holy place, to do 
the higher services of the sanctuary, and to instruct the 
people. Lev. i. 5 — 8. ii. 2. Num. xvL 4. Ex. xxx. 7. 

3. The Nazarites were, men or women of any tribe, 
who separated or devoted themselves to the Lord, for a 
time, by a particular vow. Num. vi. 5—12. 

4. The Levites, were all the tribe or family of Levi, 
for they were taken into the service of God, instead of the 
firstborn, of all the tribes of Israel, whom God claimed as 
his own. Num. iii. 40. viii. 13 — 19. 

5. The business of the Levites was, to wait on the 
priests in their office, and to do the lower services, of the 
Sanctuary or Holy Place. Nimi. iii. 4 — 6. 

6. The Tabernacle was a sort of moveable building, or 
large tent, made of pillars and boards, set in sockets of 
silver, and fine Hnen curtains, embroidered with cherubs, 
and coupled with loops and tacks of gold; so that the whole 
might be taken to pieces, and carried with them in their 
journeys. The whole length of the Tabernacle, was thirty 
two cubits, that is, about fifty feet; and the breadth twelve 
cubits, or nineteen feet. Exod. xxvi. Heb. ix. 6, 7. 

7. The "Ark of the Covenant," was a small chest or 
coffer, about three feet nine inches in length, two feet three 
inches in breadth, and two feet three inches in height; in 
which were contained the golden pot that had Manna, 
Aaron's rod, and the two tables of the law. Dent. x. 1 — 5. 
Num. xvii. 10. Heb. ix. 4. 

8. This coffer was covered with a hd called the Mercy 
Seat, which was of soHd gold, at the two ends whereof, 
were two figures called cherubim. 

9. The mercy seat was so called, because Grod dwelt on 
it as the God of Israel, between the cherubs, in a body of 
light, or a bright cloud, called the Shekinah, and HE 
appeared there, as a Gtod of mercy, accepting their sacrifices 
and prayers. Exod. xxv. 17 — 22. Ps. Ixxx. 1, Heb. iv. 16. 
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IMPROVEMBNT. 

10. The High Priest was a type of Christ; and we 
should thankfully avail ourselves, of that way of access to 
God in prayer, which he has thus mercifully, provided for us. 

11. We should be grateful to God, for having made 
provision, for our religious instruction and edification. 
And it is our bounden duty, dihgently to improve the 
opportunities for deriving the benefits of Instruction, that 
may be within our reach. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who were the priests? — ^Who were the High Priests? 
— 2. What was the chief business of the High Priests — 3. 
Who were the Nazarites? — 4. Who were the Levites? — 5. 
What wa3 the business of the Levites? — 6. What was the 
Tabernacle? — 7. What was the "Ark of the Covenant"? — 
What did it contain? — 8. What was the Hd of the Ark 
called? — 9. Why was the mercy-seat so called? — What 
appeared between the cherubs? — In what character did God 
appear there? — 10. Of whom was the High Priest a type ? 
— Of what should you thankfully avail yourself? — ^What 
has God mercifully provided for you? — ^What does that teach 
you? — 11. To whom should you be grateful? — For what 
should you be grateful? — ^What should you dilligently im- 
prove? — ^What should you do with the opportunities for 
deriving the benefits of Instruction? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Incense, in^'-sense: The incense used in the Jewish 
ofierings, at least that which was burnt on the altar of in- 
cense, was a precious mixture of sweet spices. None but 
priests were to bum it. On the feast of expiation, two 
handfuls of it were burnt before the Ark, in the Holy of 
Holies, to prevent a curious and dangerous looking towards 
the Ark. By it was signified, Christ's precious, powerful, 
and constant intercession within the vail, which renders us 
and our spiritual services acceptable to God. 

Shbkinah, shee-ki^-nah: a rabbinical term, by which is 
understood a visible symbol of the Divine presence, which 
rested over the propitiatory or mercy seat, the covering of 
the Ark, in the shape of a cloud. It was from this that 
God gave forth his oracles in an articulate and audible voice, 
when consulted by the High Priest; hence it is said in 
scripture, that God dwelleth between the cherubim. Ps. 
Ixxx. 1 . That he sitteth between the cherubim. Ps, xcix. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Sec. 5.— MOSES— sacrifices— feasts. 

1. The priests and others were required, to oflfef sacri- 
fices of various kinds, and at various times. 

2. All sacrifices were offerings made to God; some were 
of com, or wine, or oil, and others were oflferings of living- 
creatures, birds or beasts, which were generally to be slain 
for the purpose : but all the sacrifices were to be perfect in 
their kind, and without a blemish. Lev. xxii. 1 9 — 20. 

3. The sacrifices were to be offered, daily, weekly, 
monthly, and yearly, and on many special occasions, as 
God ordained by Moses. They were of two general kinds ; 

1 . Such as were offered in the way of atonement for sin ; 

2. Such as were designed to express gratitude to God for 
his mercies and blessings. Num. xxviii. xxix. Lev. xxiii. 

4. The chief days, and seasons, particularly to be ob- 
served, were, the weekly Sabbath, the new moons, the 
feast of the passover, the pentecost, the feast of trumpets, 
the great day of atonement, and the feast of tabernacles. 

5. The weekly Sabbath, was the seventh day of every 
week, a day of holy rest from all the common labours of 
life, and a day of assembling for worship, which is some- 
times called a holy Convocation. Exod. xx. 8. Lev.xxiii. 

6. The feast of the Passover, was kept for seven days, 
in their first month Abib, answering to March, by sacrificing 
a lamb, and eating it in every family, in remembrance of 
God's passing over the families of Israel, when he slew the 
firstborn in every house of the Egyptians. Exod. xii. 18. 

7. The feast of Pentecost, (which signifies fiftieth,) 
was observed, fifty days or seven weeks, after the first ripe 
com or barley, had been offered to God, in the month Sivan, 
answering to May, when there was a particular sacrifice, 
and a holy assembly, and two loaves of the first fruits of 
wheat were to be offered. Lev. xxiii. 15 — 21. 

8. It was kept as a thanksgiving, for the beginning of 
wheat harvest; and perhaps also, in memory of the giving 
of the law at Moimt Sinai; which was seven weeks or fifty 
days ^ter the passover, and their coming out of Egypt. 

9 The Hebrews counted their days, and particularly 
their holy days, from the evening at sun set, to the next 
evenmg. Gen. i. 5. Lev. xxiii. 5, 32. 
^ 10. The tenth day of the seventh month, Tisri, answer- 
ing to September, was appointed the great day of atonement 
to be kept as a day of public fasting and humiliation' 
-epentance, and atonement for all the people. Lev. xxiii ' 
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11. At the three chief feasts, — ^the passover, pentecost, 
and the feast of tahemacles, all the males were to appear 
before God, in one place with some offering. Exod. xxiii. 

IMPROVBMBNT. 

12. Let us be thankfiil, that Christ our passover is 
sacrificed for us. He is the Lamb of God, without blemish 
and without spot. The sprinkling of the blood of Jesus, is 
designed to purge our consciences, and so to save us from 
the wrath to come. 

TABLE OF HEBREW MONTHS, FEASTS, AND SEASONS. 

The monthB of the Hebrewe were not reckoned as oon are, but were strictly 
Innar, consequently they cannot be made to correspond exactly with oars, for they 
consist of 29 and 30 days alternately. And to make the lunar year equal to (be 
solar, they added an intercalary month when necessary, to keep their feasts ai^ 
special times at the same season of the year. This month was called Ve-Adav or 
second Adar. 

The Jews had a CIVIL and an ECCLESIASTICAL year; ttie former com- 
menced with Tiari, or on the fifteen^ of our September, because it was on eld 
tradition that the world was created at that Ane. The latter b^gan on the first 
day of the month Abib or Nisan, because at that time the Israelites departed out 
of Egypt. The following Table ezhibits die months of the Jewish years, compared 
with ours, and also certain feasts and seasons. 
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! Sacred 
1 Year. 


IS of the 
Civil 
Year. 

7th 

8tfa 


Hebrew Months. 


CoixeflMmdms witfi 

part or the Months 

of 


Seasons. 


1st 


Abib, or Nisan. 


Mardi and April. 


) 


2d 


Jyar, or Zif. 


April and May. 


> Harvest. 


3d 

1 4th 


9th 


Sivan. 


May and June. 


J 

} 


10th 

nth 

12th 
1st 
2d 
3d 
4th 
5th 
6th 


Tammns. 


June and July. 


y Svmmer. 


5th 


Ah. 


July and August. 


) 


0th 


Elul. 


Aug. and September. 


> Hot Season. 


7th 


Tisri. 


Sep. and October, 


) 


8th 


Mardkesvan. 


Oct. and Norember. 


y Seed Time. 


9th 


KisleuorChisIeu 


Not. «nd December. 


J 


10th 
nth 
12th 


Tebeth. 


Dec. and January. 


y. Winter. 


Sebat. 


Jan. and February. 


f Cold season. 


Adar. 


Fdb. and Maxell. 





Feasts in Abib. 14 Paschal Lamb killed, 15 Passover. 16 Fuatfiruits of barley 

harvest presrated to the Lord. 21 Passover ended. 

Sivan. 6 Pentecost. First firmts of wheat presented to ^ Uwd. 

Elul. 9 Temple taken on this day by tiie Chaldeans, and afterwaro* 

* Tisri^%eSnfTrumpet». 10 Day of Atonement. 15 Feast of Tab- 

ernades. 22 liast day of it. 

Kisleu. 25 Feast of the Dedication of the Temple. 

Adar. 14 and 15 Feast of Furim. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Sec. 6.— MOSES-JURISPRUDENCE OF ISRAELr. 

1. Many of the civil laws of the Hebrews, are particu- 
larly worthy of notice, for the principles and conduct they 
inculcate; of these a few examples may be given. 

2. Their special laws about Parents and Children 
were, that the first-bom son, was to have a double portion ; 
and that any child, who smote or cursed his father or his 
mother, and was obstinately rebeUious and incorrigible, was 
to be put to death. Deut. xxi. 17 — 21. Exod. xxi. 15. 

3. Op Masters and Servants. Any servant might 
go free if his master had maimed him; and an Israelitish 
servant, though he were bought with money, was to go out 
free for nothing in the seventh year: and if he would not 
go out free, his master was to bore his ear through on the 
door post, with an awl, and he was to serve him for ever. 
Exod. xxi. 2—6, 26, 27. 

4. Op Food. They were not to eat blood, nor the fat 
of the kidneys, nor any thing that died of itself, or was torn 
of wild beasts, nor any of the beasts, or birds, or fishes, 
which were pronounced to be unclean. Lev. xi. xvii. 

5. Concerning Clothing. A man, must not wear, the 
raiment of women ; nor a woman, the raiment of men . They 
must wear no mixed garment, made of woollen and linen; 
and they were required to make fringes in the borders of 
their garments, and put upon the fringe of the borders, a 
ribbon of blue, that they might look upon it, and remember 
to do the commandment of the Lord. Num. xv. 38, 39. 
Deut. xxii. 5, 11, 12. 

6. Op Houses and Land. Every seventh year, the 
land was to rest from ploughing and sowing, and God pro- 
mised, to give them food enough in the sixth year, for the 
three years. And every fiftieth year, which was the year 
of jubilee, all houses and land that were sold, were to 
return to their former possessors, except houses in walled 
towns. Lev. xxv. 

improvement. 

7. Children should remember, that the most awful 
threatenings are denounced against those, who treat their 
parents with disrespect, and are disobedient to them. 

8. And the Apostle says, "Fathers provoke not your 
diildren to ang^r, lest they be discouraged." 
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9. Let masters and mistresses learn, to treat their ser- 
Tants with justice » kindness, and humanity. 

QUESTIONS. 

1 . Why are many of the civil laws of the Hebrews worthy 
of notice? — 2. What were their special laws about parents 
and children? — What was to be done with the child, that 
cursed his father or mother, and was obstinately rebelhous ? 
— 3. If a master maimed his servant, or slave, what might 
the servant do? — ^When was the Israelitish servant to go 
out free? — But if he would not go out, what was his master 
to do with him? — 4. What were the Hebrews not to eat.^ — 
5. What was the law concerning clothing? — ^Why were 
they required to put blue ribbons, on the fringes of the 
borders of their garments? — 6. What was to take place 
every seventh year? — ^What did God promise in that case? 
— ^What was to take place every fiftieth year? — ^What was 
the fiftieth year called? — 7. What should children remem- 
ber? — What are denounced against those children who are 
disobedient to their parents? — Against whom are the most 
awfiil threatenings denounced? — 8. What does the Apostle 
say. Fathers should not do? — Why should they not do so? 
— 9. What should masters and mistresses learn? — How 
should masters and mistresses treat their servants? 

f 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

To inculcate, in-kul'-kate : to impress or &k deep by fre- 
quent admonitions. 

Obstinately, ob'-ste-nate-le : stubbornly, contumaciously. 

Incorrigible, in-kor'-re-je-bl: bad beyond amendment by 
any means. 

Maimed, mamd: crippled by the loss of a limb. 

Awl, all : a pointed instrument to bore holes. 

Pronounced, pro-nounsd': spoken with authority. 

Raiment, ra'^-ment: vesture, clothes, dress, garment. 

Jubilee, ju'-be-lee : a public festivity. 

Denounced, de-nounsd'^: threatened by proclamation. 

Disrespect, dis-re-spekt': incivility, want of reverence. 

Disobedient, dis-o-be'-de-ent : not observant of lawful 
authority. ^ 

To provoke, pro-voke': to anger, to incense, to incite. 

Discouraged, dis-kur^-idjd: depressed, frighted from any 
attempt. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Sec. 7.— MOSES— JUBISPEUDENCE. 

1 . Op Personal Propbety. The Hebrews might lend 
money upon usury to a stranger, but not to an Israelite. 
A thief was to restore double, for whatsoever thing he had 
stolen; but if he had stolen cattle, and killed or sold them, 
he was to pay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a 
sheep; but if he had nothing to pay, the thief was to be 
sold for his theft. Exod. xii. Deut. xxiii. 19 — 20. 

2. Op Beasts and Birds. The Israelites were forbid- 
den, to muzzle the mouth of the ox that trod out the com, 
that so he might eat some, while he was treading it out; 
nor when they took a bird's nest in the field, with eggs or 
young ones, were they permitted to take the dam with 
them. Deut. xxv. 4. xxii. 6, 8. 

3. Op Supporting the Priests. The priests were to 
be maintained by the first-bom of all the cattle, and the first- 
fruits of oil and wine, and com, and they had a share in 
various sacrifices, viz. the heave-offering, the wave-breast, 
and the right-shoulder, &c. Num. xviii. 8 — 19. 

4. Op the Levites* Maintenance. The Levites were 
maintained, by the tenth or tithe of fruits and com, which 
God appointed them. And they had some cities and their 
suburbs, given them out of every tribe. Num. xviii. 21, 24. 
Josh. xxi. ^ * 

5. Op the Bodies and Lives op Men. He that killed 
or stole and sold a man, must die for it. Exod. xxi. 12. 

6. And in all cases of real injury or mischief, life was 
to pay for life, an eye for an eye, a hand for a hand, or a 
foot for a foot. Lev. xxiv. 1 7 — ^20 

7. And this was the penalty of a false witness, who 
intended to bring any mischief on another; for the same 
was to be executed on the false witness. Deut. xix. 18. 

8. For the laws relative to the following subjects, re- 
ference may be made to the Bible. 

Op War and Peace. Deut. vii. 1 — 3. Deut. xx. 8. 
Of Corn and Husbandry. Deut. xxii. 9 — 11. Lev. 

xix. 9, 10, 19. Deut. xxiii. 54, 25. 
Of THE Firstborn op Man and Beasts. Exod. xxii. 

29. 30. Num, xviii. 12, 13. 
Of Punishments. — Fines. £xod. xxi. 19, 22, 36. — 
Scourging. Deut. xxv. 1 — 3. — ^The Loss of a Limb. — 
Death. Lev. xxiv. 17 — 20. 
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IMPROVEMENT. 

9* Let US be thankful for the good laws by which our 
lives and properties are protected and secured. To live 
under a good government is a great privilege. 

10. Christians should observe aU the rules of equity* 
Many of the above laws are happily superseded, and laid 
aside, by the laws of our country, and the rules of the 
gospel: but they teach us this important lesson, to do justice 
and love mercy: to render imto all their due; and to be 
careful that we do not injure any, not even by negligence. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What might the Hebrews do with their money? — 
What was the thief to restore for what he had stolen? — 
What was to be done to the thief if he had nothing to pay ? 
— 2. What were the Hebrews forbidden to muzzle? — ^Wliy 
were they not to muzzle him? — 3. How were the priests to 
be maintained? — 4. How were the Levites to be maintained? 
— ^What had they given besides? — 6. What was to be done 
in all cases of real injury.? — 7. What was the penalty to be 
inflicted on a false witness? — 9. For what should you be 
thankful? — ^What is a great privilege? — 10. What should 
christians observe? — ^What do the laws of the Hebrews 
teach you? — ^What are you to render to all? — ^What are you. 
to do and love? — ^What are you to be careful not to do? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Usury, 3ni''-zhu-re: money paid for the use of money. 

To muzzle, mW-zl: to bind the mouth. 

Maintenance, men'-ten-anse : supply of the necessaries of 

life. 
Suburbs, sub^'-urbs: the buildings without the walls of a 

city, the outpart. 
Real, re'-al: not fictions, not imaginary; in law, consisting 

of things immoveable, as land. 
Injury, in^'-ju-re: loss, damage, contumelious language. 
Penalty, pen'-nal-te: punishment, judicial infliction. 
Executed, ek-se'-ku-ted: put into act. 
Relative, reK-a-tiv: having relation, respecting. 
Superseded, su-per-sede''-ed : made void by superior power. 
Important, im-por^-tant: momentous, of great importance. 
Negligence, neg'-le-jense : habit of omitting by heedl^sness. 
Pergonal, per'-sun-al: belonging to men and women. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Sbc. 8.— MOSES— sins AND PUNISHMENTS. 

1 . But though the Israelites were favoured, with a code 
of laws, so excellent, they frequently broke them, sinned 
against God, and therefore were often punished. Ps. Ixxviii. 
32—34. Isa. Ixiii. 10. 

2. Besides their murmurings, at some difficulties in the 
beginning of their journey, their first remarkable crime was 
idolatry, for they made a golden calf, and worshipped it, at 
the foot of Mount Sinai. Then- pretence for this sin was, 
that Moses tarried in Mount Sinai, many days longer than 
they expected, and that they wanted some visible token of 
God's presence among them; and so they constrained 
Aaron, to make this golden image, but without the appoint- 
ment of Jehovah. And this oflfence was punished, by the 
destruction of three thousand of the childi-en of Israel. Ex. 
xxxii. 1, 4, 8, 27, 28. 

3. Another of their remarkable sins, in the next stage, 
was loathing the Manna, and murmuring for want of flesh. 
And this sin of murmuring, was punished by their having 
quaib sent in abundance, and the plague with th«[n. Num. 
xi. 4. 

4. A third oflfence was, their determination to make a 
captain to return to Egypt, when they were discouraged by 
the spies, who searched the land of Canaan, and brought 
an ill report of it. This rebellion was chastised, by ten of 
the spies dying immediately of a plague, and the rest of the 
people being condemned, to wander in the wilderness forty 
years, till all those who were above twenty years old, should 
die in their travels. Num. xiii. xiv. 

5. A fourth remarkable sin, was the rebellion of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, against Moses and Aaron. Their 
punishment was truly awful, for they and their families 
were swallowed up by an earthquake, and their two hundred 
and fifty companions were burned, by a fire which came out 
from God. And when the congregation murmured against 
Moses and Aaron, for the death of these sinners, God smote 
above fourteen thousand of them, and they died by the 
plague. Num. xvi. 

6. The fifth remarkable sin of the people was, their 
murmuring because of the length of the way, and for want 
of better food than Manna. And Jehovah punished this 
new murmuring, by sending fiery serpents among them, 
which destroyed great numbers, though some that were 
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bitten were healed by looking up to a serpent of brass, 
which Moses put upon a high pole at Grod's command. 
Nmn. xxi. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

7. We may learn from the history of the Israelites, the 
truth of that scripture, "the heart of man is deceitful above 
all things and desperately wicked." How often they 
rebelled against God, and how often it was necessary to 
punish them. 

8. We are reminded also, that though hand join in 
hand, the wicked shall not go unpimished. Almighty God, 
who is just and holy, will visit with punishment, the obsti- 
nately rebellious and impenitent. 

9. Let us learn to keep all the commandments of God, 
that we may enjoy his approbation, and avert his wrath. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Notwithstanding the Israelites were favoured with 
excellent laws, what cKd they do? — 2. What was their first 
remarkable crime? — How was this offence punished? — 3. 
What was another of their sins? — How was this punished? 
— 4. What was their third offence? — How was this rebellion 
chastised? — 5. What was their fourth remarkable sin? — 
What became of them and their families? — ^What happened 
to their companions ? — How many died by the plague for 
murmuring against Moses? — 6. What was the fifth remark- 
able sin (rf the people? — How was this sin punished? — How 
were some of them healed? — 7. What may we learn from 
the history of the Israelites? — ^What is deceitful above all 
things? — ^What is desperately wicked? — ^What doe* that 
teach you? — 8. Of what are we reminded? — ^Who shall not 
go unpunished? — ^What docs that teach you? — Who will 
visit with punishment? — ^Who shall be visited with punish- 
ment? — ^What does that teach you? — 9. What slu^uld we 
keep? — ^What shall we enjoy if we keep God's comuiaad- 
ments? — ^What shall we avert?— What docs that ituch you ? 

EXPLANATIONS AND FftONt'NClATlOK, 

SiNAi, sy'-nay: a mountain of Arabia, Petrata, port of tin- 
range or elevated rocky district of Mount liorKh, in the 
peninsula formed by the iElanitic Gidph and tLe Gulpli of 
Suez. The whole range is now called Djelicl Mo-^a, i. e. 
the Motmt of Moses. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Sbc. 9.— MOSES' DEATH. 

1 . A sixth remarkable sin of Israel, was idolatry and 
wickedness, for they loved the Midianitish women, and 
worshipped their Grods. 

2. These sins were severely punished, for God com- 
manded the offenders to be slain, and he sent the plague 
among them, which destroyed twenty four thousEoid. Num. 
XXV. 1 — 9. 

3. Balaam, the wicked prophet and soothsayer, tempted 
them to these crimes, because God hindered him from 
cursing Israel, when Balak the king of Moab had hired 
him to do it. Num. xxii. xxiii. 

4. And Balaam was at last slain, among the Midianites, 
by the men of Israel, under the conduct of Moses, before 
they came to the river of Jordan. Num. xxxi. 1 — 8. 

5 . But though the sins and punishments of the Hebrews, 
were many and great, yet they were not all destroyed; but 
the Lord brought the survivors at last into Canaan, the 
land which he promised to their fathers. Josh. i. 11 . 

6. Moses however was not permitted to lead them into 
that country ; but was allowed to view it from Mount Pisgah. 

7. Aaron died before Moses, at Mount Hor, and Eleazar 
his son was made High Priest in his room. Num. xx. 24. 

8. Moses and Aaron were not permitted, to lead the 
people into the land of promise, because they had offended 
God, by their unfaithfulness in the wilderness, and hereby 
the Lord shewed his displeasure against sin, even in his 
own most highly favoured servants. Deut. xxxii. 48 — ^51. 

9. Moses manifested his continued pious and affectionate 
concern, for the welfare of the Israelites, just before he died. 
He gave a solemn and encouraging charge to the people, — 
he wrote a sublime song for their religious instruction,-— he 
gave the law to the care of the Levites, — ^he pronounced 
his final blessing on each of the tribes of Israel, and ap- 
pointed Joshua to succeed him in his office. Deut. xxxi. 

10. Moses then ascended Mount Nebo, where he died 
aged 120 years, and was buried, in the year before Christ 
one thousand four hundred and fifty one. Deut. xxxiv. ] . 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1 1 . We may learn from the example of Balaam, that 
the love of money is a dangerous passion.* Yielding to 
temptation, he was willing to do the Israelites, the people 



[ 



49 

of God, mischief. The reason is given 2 Pet. ii. 15. He 
loved the wages of unrighteousness. May we guard against 
this evil, and not love the world, nor the things of the 
world; hut reject its offers with an holy disdain, especially 
when tendered as the price of our integrity, and the favour 
of God. 

12. The manner of Balaam's death, may he a solemn 
warning to us, to avoid hoth sinful ways, and sinful com- 
panions. 

13. Moses demands our admiration for his renunciation 
of "the pomps and vanities of this wicked world," — for his 
meekness, — his zeal for God, — ^his devotion to the welfare 
of the Israelites, — ^his disinterestedness, — and especially his 
faith, which was the grand spring of all his other excel- 
lencies. And in his self-denial, meekness, zeal, piety, and 
faith; he is worthy of our faithful imitation. 

QUESTIONS. 

1 . What was the sixth remarkahle sin of the Israelites ? 
— 2. How did God punish these sins? — 3. Who tempted 
them to these crimes? — Why did Balaam thus tempt them? 
— 4. What hecame of Balaam? — 5. Were all the Israelites 
destroyed on account of their many and great sins? — 6. 
What was Moses allowed to do? — 7. When and where did 
Aaron die ? — Who was made high priest in his stead ? — 8. 
Why were Moses and Aaron not permitted to lead the 
people into the promised land? — ^What did the Lord hereby 
shew? — 9. How and when did Moses manifest his affection- 
ate concern for the welfare of the Israelites? — What did he 
give them? — 10. Whither did Moses ascend to die ? — 11. 
What may you learn from the example of Balaam ? — What 
did he lover — Against what should you guard .^ — 12. What 
may you learn from the manner of Balaam's death? — 13. 
What did Moses renounce? — For what should you especially 
admire Moses? — ^What should you imitate in Moses? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Mount Pisgah, mount piz'-gah; now called Djeb Attar- 
ous, was the highest point of Mount Nebo. It is 35 miles 
east of Jerusalem, and a part of that chain of moimtains 
called Abarim. 

Balaam, bay^-lam: the old age or ancient of the people. 
Balak, bayMak : who lays wai^e, who laps. 
E^eazar, el-e-ay'-zer: the help or court of God. 
Midianites, mid^-de-an-ites : the people of Midian. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Sbc. I.—JOSHUA— JORDAN— JERICHO, &cr. 

1 . Joshua was appointed, to conduct the people of Israel, 
into the promised land, and he became their governor and 
captain, after Moses died. Josh. i. 5, 6. Acts yii. 45. 

2. And the people came from Shittim to Jordan, and 
being ready to cross the river, the priests, who bore the 
Ark, dipped their feet in its brink, and as soon as they did 
this, the waters which were above, rose up in a heap, and 
a channel was left dry, while all the people passed over. 
Josh. iii. 13 — 15. 

3. By divine appointment, they took up twelve stones, 
out of the midst of Jordan, and set them up in the place, 
where they lodged the first night, as a memorial of their 
passing over the river on foot. Josh. iv. 

4. In taking possession of the land of Canaan, they 
were required to destroy the inhabitants utterly, lest if they 
should Uve, they might teach Israel, their idolatries and 
their wicked customs. Deut. vii. 16—26. 

5. But it may be asked, what right had the Jews to 
destroy them, and take their country? To this question it 
may be replied; — The Canaanites were abominable sinners, 
and God by special appointment, made the Jews the execu- 
tioners of his wrath against them, just as he might have 
used a plague, or the beasts of the earth to destroy them, 
and then, as the Sovereign Lord of all, he gave their forfeited 
country and possessions to whom he pleased. Lev. zviii. 
24, 25. Ps. cxxxvi. 17—22. 

6. The first city the Israelites took in Canaan was 
Jericho, the walls of which fell down, when by the appoint- 
ment of God, they sounded the trumpets made of ram's 
horns. Josh. vi. 5, 30. 

7. The Gibeonites deceived the people of Israel, and 
saved themselves from death, by sending ambassadors with 
old sacks upon their asses, and old g^arments, and mouldy 
bread, to prove, that they came from a far country; and 
the men of Israel, rashly made peace with them, and swore 
to it. Josh. ix. 4 — 16. 

8. When Joshua found they were his neighbours, he 
suffered them to live, because the elders had sworn to them ; 
but he made them ''hewers of wood and drawers of water,*' 
reducing them to a state of abject servitude. Josh. ix. 27. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

9. It is a great blessing, to a kingdom or church, to 
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have a succession of aseful and upright judges and ministers. 
Joshua comes in the place of Moses, much to the advantage 
of the IsraeUtes. One generation, of magistrates and minis- 
ters, passeth away and another cometh. The agency of 
IKvine Providence is to be seen therein, and the care and 
goodness of God, to be acknowledged for it. 

10. Let us be willing to follow God wherever he leads 
us; Israel was to follow the Ark, though they did not know 
what God would do. We have no Ark to guide us; but 
we may have the providence, the word, and the Spirit of 
God, to direct us in our way. 

QUBfiTIDNS. 

] . Who was appointed to conduct the Israelites into the 
promised land? — 2. What river had they to cross on leaving 
Shittim? — ^What took place when the priests dipped their 
feet in its brink? — 3. What did they do by divine appoint- 
ment? — 4. What were the Israelites required to do to the 
Canaanites? — 5. By what authority did the Jews destroy 
the Canaanites? — 6. Which was the first city they took? — 
7. What did the Gibeonites do? — 8. What did Joshua make 
the Gibeonites? — 9. What is a great blessing to a church 
or kingdom?— ;-What is to be seen in a succession of magis- 
trates, and ministers being provided? — 10. What should 
you be willing to follow ? — ^What may you have to guide you? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Shittim, shit^-tim: called also Abel-Shittim, a city situate 
about eleven miles east of Jordan, in the plains of Moab, 
near to which the Hebrews encamped previous to their 
crossing the river Jordan. 

Jordan, jor^-dan: a river of no small note in Canaan, 
forming the eastern boimdary of Galilee and Judea. The 
uppermost spring of Jordan is in Moimt Lebanon, about 
12 miles north of Cesarsea Philippi. After running about 
55 miles to the south, it forms the Lake Grennesareth, which 
is about 13 miles in length, and 5 in breadth. It then runs 
southward till it loses itself in the Dead Sea. Its whole 
course is about 160 miles. This river is represented by 
travellers as being both deep and rapid. At its mouth it is 
between two and three hundred feet in width; rolling its 
turbid waters through a deep channel, the perpendicular 
banks of which are &om 6 to 15 feet high, bordered with 
willows and reeds. But its average breadth may be com- 
puted at about 90 feet. 
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CHAPTER Xlir. 

Sec. 2.— JOSHUA'S DEATH. 

1 . The Almighty helped Israel, to conquer the king of 
Jerusalem, and his four allies, by casting great hailstones 
from heaven on their enemies, and by causing the sun and 
moon to stand still, thus lengthening the day for Joshua to 
obtain a complete victory. Josh. x. 10 — 14. 

2. After the Israehtes entered Canaan, the Tabernacle 
was first set up, at Shiloh, a city in the tribe of Ephraim, 
about twenty five miles north of Jerusalem, and there it 
remained about three himdred and fifty years, even till the 
days of Samuel. Josh, xviii. 1. 1 Sam. i. 3. 

3. The land of Canaan was divided among the people 
in the following manner. 

Reuben, ai^l Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh, had 
their inheritance given them by Moses, on the east side of 
Jordan, and Joshua cast lots for the rest of the tribes before 
the Lord in Shiloh. Num. xxii. Josh. xiii. 7. xviii 10. 

4. But by the appointment of Moses, those tribes went 
over Jordan, to assist their brethren, till they were settled 
in the land. Num. xxxii. 16 — 33. Josh. i. 12 — 18. 

5. The tribe of Levi, being devoted to the services of 
the Tabernacle and religion, were not fixed in one part of 
the country, lik6 the rest of the tribies, but had a share in 
the inheritance of every tribe, that they might teach every 
city the laws of Grod, and their duty. Josh. xxi. 3. 

6. Just before his death, Joshua summoned the people 
together, and made a most solemn covenant with them, 
that they should serve the Lord alone, Joshua died at the 
age of one hundred and ten years, in the year before Christ 
one thousand four hundred and forty three. Josh, xxiii. &c. 

7. After Joshua's death, many of the Canaanites were 
destroyed, but there were some left for several hundred 
years afterwards ; to prove Israel, whether they would obey 
the Lord, and to be as thorns in their sides, to punisli them 
for their sins, because they did not folly obey the commands 
of God. Judg. i. ii. 3. Josh, xxiii. 12, 13. 

8. The most common sin into which Israel fell aft«r 
their settlement in Canaan was idolatry, or worshipping the 
gods of the nations around them. Judg. ii. 6, 7, 10 — 15. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

9. How glorious does God appear in his dealings with 
his people, and how awful in his judgments upon his 
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enemies! Rather than the Canaanites shall escape from 
Israel, storms of hailstones overtook and destroyed them, 
and did not hmt Israel. What a fearful thing it is to fall 
into the hands of the living God! and how vain it is to 
attempt escaping his indignation. 

10. Divine Providence put the Israelites in possession 
of the earthly Canaan, which was a type of the heavenly 
Canaan, and of this all the faitMul followers of Christ shall 
be put in possession at last. 

QUESTIONS* 

1. How did the Almighty help Israel to conquer the king 
of Jerusalem and his four allies.? — 2. Where was the Taber- 
nacle set up? — How long did it remain there? — 3. How 
was the land of Canaan divided? — 4. What did the tribes 
ef Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh, do by the appointment of 
Moses? — 5, To what was the tribe of Levi devoted.? — 
Where were they placed in Canaan? — 6. What did Joshua 
do just before his death? — ^At what age did Joshua die.? — 
In what year before Christ did his death take place? — 7. 
Were all the Canaanites destroyed after Joshua's death? — 
Why were they left? — 8. What were the most common sins 
into which Israel feU? — 9. How does God appear in his 
dealings with his people and his enemies? — ^Wliat is a fear- 
ful thing? — ^What is it vain to attempt? — ^What does that 
teach you? — 10. Who put Israel in possession of the earthly 
Canaan? — Of what was it a type? — Of what shall the faith- 
ful followers of Christ be put in possession at last? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Jerusalem, je-ru'-sa-lem: the metropolis of Judea, and 
the most celebrated city in the world, is situate about forty 
two miles east of the Mediterranean Sea, twenty five miles 
west of Jordan, and 136 miles south of Damascus, in 35^ 
2iy 15'' east longitude, and 3P 47' 4'' north latitude. Its 
original name was Salem, or "Peace," and it is generally 
believed to have been the capital of Melchizedek, but Scrip- 
ture is silent as to when or by whom it was founded. Gen, 
xiv. i 8. At the time mentioned in this chapter, it was the 
metropolis of the Jebusites, who, in honour of their founder, 
called it Jehus. Josh, xviii. 28« But though the king was 
conquered, the Israelites did not obtain complete possession, 
of it till the time of David. 

Reuben, rew'-ben : who sees the son, vision of the son. 
Manasseh, ma-nas'-seh: forgetfolness, he that is forgotten. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Sec. L— government OF THE JUDGES. 

1. Jehovah was always the king and ruler of Israel; 
and under him, after Joshua's death, the people of Israel 
were governed by judges, magistrates, and officers, who 
were probably chosen by the several tribes, according to 
the appointment of Moses. Exod. xviii. Deut. i. Josh. xxiv. 

2. And the high priest, seems to have been appointed, 
the chief counsellor, in declaring the laws and statutes of 
God, as the other priests were also counsellors ; but the 
executive power of government, was rather vested in those, 
who were called Judges, whether, they were ordinary, or 
extraordinary. Deut. xvii. 9 — 22. 

3. How far these officers generally maintained good 
order in the land, we have very little information. But it is 
certain, they did not always fulfil their duty; because there 
was sometimes great wickedness among the people, without 
restraint. There was much idolatry and mischief, both 
pubhc and private, for the want of good and efficient govern- 
ment. Judg. xvii. 6. xxi. 25, 

4. The Almighty appears to have left the people, under 
these inconveniences, as a punishment for their unfaithful- 
ness. 

5. As they had forsake^ him and his laws, so God 
appears sometimes to have forsaken them, and given them 
up, to the confusion and misery, which arise from the 
want of government; and he also suffered their enemies, to 
make inroads upon them, and to oppress and injure them. 
Judg. ii. 11 — 15. 

6. Frequently, however in the course of his providence. 
Almighty God raised up extraordinary judges, to rescue the 
Israehtes from the hands of their enemies, and to restore 
the blessings of good government to them. Judg. ii. 16. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

7. The provision made for the government of the 
Israelites, and their instruction in the laws, shews the 
necessity of both tiie one and the other, to the welfare of 
society, and we ought thankfully to enjoy and diligently to 
improve such privileges. 

8. The consequences of disobedience to just and whole- 
some laws, are truly awful ; when the Israelites set at nought 
the authority of government, wickedness prevailed, and 
they thus brought upon themselves jgrievous punishments. 
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9. The goodness and mercy of God in raising up persons, 
to deliver the Israelites from their enemies, when they 
repented and humbled themselves, may encourage us to 
forsake every evil way and seek the favour of the Most 
High. 

QUESTIONS, 

1 . Who was the king and ruler of Israel ? — ^Who ruled 
under him? — 2. What was the high priest appointed to be? 
— ^With whom was the executive power of government 
lodged? — 3. Did the judges always perform their duty? — 
What was there much of, for want of good government? — 
4, Why did the Almighty probably leave the people ujider 
these inconveniences? — 6. Whose laws did the IsraeHtes 
forsake ? — To what were the Jews sometimes given up ? — 
6. What did Almighty God frequently do, in the course of 
his providence? — 7. For what was provision made, in 
respect of the Jews? — ^What does that provision shew? — 
And what ought we to do? — 8. What is truly awful? — What 
was the consequence of the IsraeHtes setting at nought the 
authority of government? — What did they bring upon them- 
selves by their disobedience ? — ^What does that teach you? — 
9. In what did the goodness and mercy of God appear? — 
When were they raised up ? — ^What may this goodness and 
mercy encourage us to do? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Magistrate, mad^'-jis-trate ; a man pubhcly invested with 
authority, a governor. 

Probably, prob'-ba-ble : likely, in Hkelihood. 

Several, sev^-ur-al: different, particular, single, distinct. 

Counsellor, koun'-sel-lur: one that gives advice, one whose 
province is to deliberate and advise on pubUc aflairs. 

Statutes, stat'^tshutes : laws, edicts of the legislature. 

Executive, egs-ek'-u-tiv^ having the power to put in act 
the laws. 

Vested, vest'-ed: made possessor of, invested with. 

Ordinary, or'-de-na-re: established, regular, ocmimon. 

Extraordinary, eks-tror'-de-nar-e : different from common 
order, remarkable, more than common. 

Information, in-for-ma^'-shun : intelligence given, instruction 

Restraint, re-strant': limitation, restriction, repression. 

Efficient, ef-fish'-yent: causing effects. 

Inroads, in^-rodes; incursions, sudden and desultory in- 
vasions. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Sec. 2. — JUDGES. — Othniel — Deborah — Gideon. 

1 . Some of the most remarkable of these judges were 
Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, 
Samson, and Samuel. 

2. Othniel was the first of the judges, and son-in-law 
and nephew of Caleb, who delivered his countrjmien, out 
of the hands of the king of Mesopotamia; by whom the 
Israelites had been oppressed for eight years. Judg. i. iii. 

3. Ehud was a man of Benjamin, who delivered Israel 
from the oppression of Eglon, king of Moab; under whom 
they groaned for eighteen years. Judg. iii. 12 — 15. 

4. Sham OAR, rescued Israel, from the oppression of the 
Philistines, and slew six hundred of them^ with an ox's 
goad. Judg. iii. 31. 

5. Deborah, was a prophetess, who deUvered Israel, 
from the tyranny of Jabin, king of Canaan, who had nine 
hundred chariots of iron; and to whose power, the Israehtes 
were given up, for twenty years. She sent forth Barak, 
who routed Jabin's army, which was commanded by Sisera; 
and Sisera was slain, by Jael, a woman, who drove a nail 
into his temples. Judg. iv. v. 

6. Gideon, was the son of Joash, who was divinely 
called, to destroy the worship of Baal, and to deliver Israel, 
from the hands of the Midianites; into whose hands, they 
had been delivered for seven years. Judg. vi. 11. vi. vii. 

7. Ruth, is supposed to have lived, in the time oi Gideon. 
She was a Moabitess, who married the son of Naomi, when 
they went to sojourn in Moab, because of a famine in IsraeL 

8. After her husband's death, which took place in the 
land of Moab, she followed her mother-in-law, into the 
land of Israel, and took the God of Israel for *her God. 
Boaz, a rich man, who was near of kin to her former 
husband, married her, and so she became, the great grand- 
mother of David. Ruth i. — ^vi. 

9. When it was proposed to Gideon, to rule over Israel, 
he reused to possess the authority, for he said that God was 
their king. Judg. viii. 23. Gideon is supposed to have 
died, in the year before Christ, one thousand two hundred 
«nd tiiirty six. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

10. From this chapter we may o$>serve, the treacherj 
and wickedness, of the human heart. The Almighty sent 
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these repeated afflictions on the Israelites, for their oft 
repeated instances, of rebellion against him. And we may 
learn, how needful it is, that we should watch against all 
temptations to evil, and pray for the preserving grace of 
God. 

1 1 . Afflictions are intended, to have a beneficial effect, 
upon our minds, to lead us to humiliation, to prayer, and to 
an unreserved devotion of ourselves to God. 

QUESTIONS. 

2. Who was Othniel? — Out of whose hands did he deliver 
his countrymen.^ — 3. Who was Ehud? — From whose op- 
pression did he deliver Israel? — 4. Who was Shamgar? — 
From whom did he rescue his brethren? — 5. Who was 
Deborah? — From whose tyranny did she deUver Israel? — 
Whom did she send forth? — ^Whose army did he rout? — 
By whom was Jabin's army commanded? — ^Who slew 
Sisera? — 6. Who was Gideon? — ^What was he called to do? 
— 7. When is it supposed, Ruth lived? — ^Who was she? — 
After her husband's death, what did she do ? — ^Who was 
Boaz? — 9. What did Gideon refuse to possess? — ^Why did 
he refuse to rule over Israel? — 10. What may we observe 
from this chapter respecting the human heart? — ^Why did 
the Almighty send repeated afflictions on the Israelites? — 
• What is it needful you should learn? — ^For what should you 
pray? — 11. What effect are afflictions intended to have on 
our minds? — ^To what should they lead us? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Othniel, oth'-ne-el: the hour of God. 

Ehud, e'-hud : he that praises. 

Shamgar, sham^-gar: named a stranger, he is here a 

stranger. 
Deborah, deb'-o-rah : a word, a bee. 
Gideon, gid'-e-on : he that bruises, cutting of iniquity. 
Jephthah, jef-thah : he that opens, 
Samson, sam'-son: his sun, his service. 
Samuel, sam'-u-el: heard or asked of God- 
Caleb, kajr^-leb : a dog, a crow, a basket. 
Eglon, eg -Ion: heifer, chariot, round. 
Jabin, jay^-bin: he that understands, he that builds. 
Barak, ba3r^-rak: thunder, in vain. 
Sisera, sis'-se-rah: that sees a horse, or swallow. 
Jael, jay''-el: he that ascends, a kid. 
J cash, jo'-ash: who despises, burns, is on fire. 
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CHAPTER XIV» 

Sec. 3. — JUDGES. — Jephthah — Samson. 

1 . Jephthah was a mighty man of valour, who delivered 
the Hebrews, from the power of the Ammonites, by whom 
they had been oppressed for eighteen years. Judg. xi. 1 . 

^. He is remarkable for a vow which he made, to devote 
to Grod, the first thing which came to meet him after his 
victory, and that happened to be his daughter. In conse- 
quence, she was devoted entirely to the service of the Lord 
and continued unmarried, all the days of her life. Judg. xi. 

3. Samson wad the son of Manoah, and he was the 
strongest of men. He delivered Israel from the Philstines, 
Judg. xiii, xiv, xv, xvi. , He was a Nazarite, devoted to 
God from his birth, and so was bound to let his hair grow, 
and then God was with him; but when his hair was cut, 
the Lord left him. Judg. xiii. 7. xvi, 1 7. 

4. The following are remarkable instances, of his great 
strength. He tore a lion asunder, — ^he broke all the cords 
by which his enemies had bound him, — ^he slew a thousand 
Philistines with the jawbone of an ass, — ^and he carried 
away the gates and gate posts, of the city of Gea.&, and 
thereby escaped out of the hands of his enemies. Judg. 
xiv. 5, 6. XV. 13, 14. xvi. 3, 11, 13. 

5. Afterwards Samson was betrayed by Delilah, a wicked 
wDman of the Philistines, who cut ofi^ his hair, and then 
his enemies put out his eyes, and made him grind in a mill. 
Judg. xvi. 4 — 21. 

6. On an occasion of rejoicing, and offering sacrifices to 
their idol, thousands of the Phfidstines were gathered to- 
gether, and they sent for Samson to make sport with him. 

7. That he might be avenged of the Philistines, and to 
destroy the enemies of Israel, he was enabled to pull down 
the house, upon them, so that he slew more at his death, 
than he had done in his life. Judg. xvi. 30. 

This event took place, in the year before Christ one 
thousand one hundred and seventeen. 

improvement. 

8 Let us learn to be upon our guard, against rash vows 
and resolutions. It may be sometimes useful, to bind our- 
selves by solemn vows, to show our gratitude to God, and 
to confirm our regard to his glory. But those vows should 
be wisely made, and extend only to those things, that will 
he clearly serviceable, to the interests of religion. 
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9 Whatever we have vowed to God, let us perform it, 
if it be possible and lawful. For unlawful vows, are better 
broken than kept; and should be repented of, with deep 
humiliation. 

10 The submission of Jephthah's daughter to her father's 
vow, is very amiable and worthy of imitation. She showed 
much obedience to her father, in cheerfully consenting to 
be treated according to it. This is a beautiful example of 
obedience for children, who should be subject to their 
parents, as feir as it is agreeable to the will of God. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who was Jephthah? — From whose power did he de- 
liver the Hebrews? — 2. For what is he remarkable? — 3. 
Who was Samson? — ^From whom did he deliver Israel? — 
What was he? — 4. What instances are recorded of his 
great strength? — 5. By whom was Samson betrayed? — 
What did Ins enemies do with him? — 6. Why did the 
Philistines send for Samson on an occasion of rejoicing ? — 
7. What was he enabled to do? — 8- What should we be 
on our guard against ? — ^What may sometimes be useful ? 
How should solemn vows be made? — ^To what should they 
extend? — 9. What should we perform? — ^What is better in 
reference to unlawful vows? — 10. How does the submission 
of Jephthah's daughter appear? — ^What did she show? — 
What kind of an example is this? — For whom is it a beau- 
tiful example? — ^To whom should children be subject? — 
What does that teach you? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Nazarite, na/-a-rite: one under the ancient law, who 
engaged by a vow, to abstain from wine, and all intoxi- 
cating liquors, to let his hair grow, not to enter any 
house polluted by having a dead corpse in it, nor to be 
present at any funeral. 

Manoah, ma-no'^-ah: rest, a present. 

Delilah, del^-e-lah: poor, heaid of hair, bucket. 

Valour, val'-ur: personal bravery, strength, prowess. 

Vow, vou: any promise made to a divine power, an act of 
devotion. 

Betrayed, be-trayd'^igiven into the hands of enemies. 

Avenged, a^-venjed: revenged, punished. 

Rash: hasty, violent, precipitate. 

Unlawful, un-laV-fiil: contrary to law, not permitted by 
the law. 



60 
chapter xiv. 

Sbc. 4.— judges.— Eli— Samuel. 

1 . After Samson, Eli, the liigh priest, is said to have 
judged Israel, "forty years." But he is not supposed to 
have heen one of the extraordinary judges who deUvered 
them, hut rather, that he was made an ordinary magistrate, 
perhaps over some part of the land. 1 Sam. iv. 18. 

2. Samuel was the last, of the extraordinary judges, and 
also a prophet. He was the son of Hannah, a very pious 
woman. When she was greatly grieved in spirit, she 
prayed to God at the Tabernacle, and then went away 
cheerful. 1 Sam. i. 

3. As Samuel was requested of the Lord, so he was 
given to the Lord, and was brought up at the Tabernacle 
in Shiloh, under the care of EU, the high priest. 1 Sam i. 

4. Samuel's office was to wait on the service of the 
Tabernacle, as a Levite, as he was the firstborn, and was 
specially devoted to the Lord. 1 Sam. ii. 1 8. 

5 . Whilst at the Tabernacle, God called him three times 
in one night, when he was a child, and made him a prophet, 
and told him what calamities should befall the house of Eli, 
the high priest. 1 Sam. iii. 4 — 14. 

6. The great crime of Eii was, that though he loved 
and honoured Grod himself, yet he did not restrain his sons 
from wickedness. 1 Sam. iii. 13. 

7. And God shewed his displeasure against the family 
of f^, for their impiety. His two sons were slain in battle 
by the Philistines, and the high priesthood was transferred 
into another branch of Aaron's family. 1 Sam. ii. 27 — 36. 

8. Eli, on hearing that the Ark of God was taken by 
the Philistines, fainted for grief, and falling down backwards 
he brake his neck. 1 Sam. iv. 17. 18. 

9. When the Philistines had taken tiie Ark, they brought 
it into the house of their idol Dagon, and the idol fell down 
and broke off his head and his hands upon the threshold. 
1 Sam. V. 2 — 5. 

improvement. 

10. Children should be devoted to God; they should be 
taught the language of prayer, and should be taken to the 
house of God. Thus Hannah trained up her son Samuel. 

1 1 . Under all our troubles and crosses, let prayer be 
our refuge; and let our prayers, hke Hannah's, be humble 
and fervent. 
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12. Those who are deaf to parental reproof, are in the 
way to ruin. Eli's sons would not hearken; therefore God 
determined to slay them, and make them public examples 
of his displeasure. 

13. Good children and pious youths like Samuel, will 
always enjoy the favour of heaven, and of all wise and good 
men; and the more bad examples and powerful temptations 
they have about them, the greater wiU be their honour, and 
the more God and man will love them. 

QUESTIONS. 

1 . Who judged Israel after Samson ? — 2. Who was the 
last of the extraordinary judges? — Who was his mother? 
— ^What did she do at the Tabernacle in her troubles.^ — 
What does that teach you? — ^3. Where was Samuel brought 
up? — 4. What was Samuel's office? — 5. Who called Sam- 
uel? — ^What did God make Samuel? — 6. What was the 
great crime of Eli? — 7. Why did God shew his displeasure 
against Eli's family? — How did he shew it? — What does 
that teach you? — 8. In what way did Eli die? — 9. Where 
did the Philistines place the Ark? — ^What happened to 
Dagon? — 10. To whom should you be devoted .> — ^What 
should you be taught.^ — ^Where should you be taken? — 11. 
Under troubles and crosses, where shoidd you seek refuge ? 
— How should you pray? — 12. What is the condition of 
those who are deaf to parental reproof? — 13. Whose favour 
will good children and pious youths enjoy ? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Shiloh, shy'-lo : a celebrated city of the tribe of Ephraim, 
ten miles south of Shechem, and twenty five miles north of 
Jerusalem. 

Dagon, day^-gon: a god of the Philistmes. It is the 
opinion of some that Dagon was represented like a woman, 
with the lower parts of a fish, like a triton or syren. Scrip- 
ture shows clearly that the statue of Dagon was human, 
at least the upper part of it. 

Eli, e^'-ly: the oficring or lifting up. 

Prophet, prof- fit : a prophet in the strict and proper sense, 
was one to whom the knowledge of secret things was 
revealed, that he might declare them to otjiers. 

Levites, le'-vites: the posterity of Levi; those of them who 
were not of Aaron's family, were assistants in the cer- 
emonies of worship, and teachers of liie people. 

Impiety, im-pi^-e-te: contempt of the duties of religion. 

F 
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CHAPTER Xiy. 

Sec. 5. — SAMUEL — ^The People request a Kihct, 

1 . The Philistines suffered many punishments, for takings 
and keeping the Ark. In several citi^ where they placed 
it, God destroyed many of the inhabitants, and smote the 
rest, with sore diseases. 1 Sam. v. 6 — 12. 

2. At length they put the Ark into a new cart, drawn 
by two milch-kine, whose csilves were shut up at home, and 
yet. they carried it directly, into the land of Israel, to 
Bethshemesh. 1 Sam. vi. 12. 

3. The men of Bethshemesh dared to look into the Ark, 
contrary to the prohibition of the law, (Nmn. iv. 18 — 20.) 
and God smote many of them, with a great slaughter, and 
those, who survived, sent the Ark away to Kiijath-jearim. 
1 Sam. vi. 19—21. 

4. When the Philistines made a new war, upon the 
Hebrews, Samuel was the instrument, of their deliverance. 
He offered a burnt-offering, and prayed to the Lord, and 
the Almighty fought against the Phfiistines, with thimder 
from heaven, and scattered and destroyed them. 1 Sam. vii. 

5. In the character of judge, Samuel travelled through 
the land every year, and he judged Israel with great honour 
and justice for many years, but in his old age, he made his 
sons judges, and they oppressed and abused the people. 
In consequence, the people requested they might have a 
king, like the rest of the nations. 1 Sam. vii. viii. xii. 

6. Samuel would have advised them against it, because 
God was their king, but they stiU persisted, in desiring a 
man for a king. And being admonished of God, Samuel 
complied with their desire, and appointed a king over them, 
1 Sam. viii. 

improvement. 

7. We see how vain it is to contend with God. The 
Philistines tried every means to avert their afflictions, before 
they would send back the Ark. But one plague succeeds • 
another, till they are compelled to yield obedience to the 
Most High. Hence we learn the necessity, of making God 
our friend, who can so easily, and by so many ways, humble 
the proudest sinner, and the most powerful enemy. 

8. ' Let us learn to guard against a presumptuous curi- 
osity; it cost the men of Bethshemesh very dear. God is 
jealous of his honour, and the dignity of his institutions; 
and therefore, it becomes us to pay the greatest veneration, 
to ever}*^ thing which belongs to Him. 
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9. The degeneracy of the children of good and useful 
men, is greatly to be lamented. No doubt but Samuel 
prayed with and for his children, and set them a good 
example; but they did not follow it, they forsook the good 
way: power and autbority spoiled them, and their morals 
were soon corrupted thereby. Many children begin well 
and promise fair, but when they get abroad, from under the 
eyes of their parents, become vicious, and the companions 
of fools. A heavy punishment, awaits all such, from a 
righteous God. 

10. The Israelites would have a king like other nations ; 
they would not be singular and differ from them, though 
their singularity was their glory. Thus men follow a 
multitude to do evil; though there is no way so direct to 
sin and ruin, as doing so, and choosing that which is the 
way of the world. 

QUESTIONS. 

1 . Why did the Philistines endure many punishments? — 
2. What did the Philistines do with the Ark.?— 3. Who 
dared to look into the Ark? — ^What was the consequence ? — 
What does that teach you? — 4. Who was the instrument of 
delivering the Hebrews when the Philistines made a new 
war upon them? — 5. What was the occasion of the Hebrews 
requesting a king? — 6. How did Samuel advise them? — 
7. With whom is it in vain to contend? — ^Whom should you 
make your friend? — ^Why should you make Grod your friend? 
— 8. Against what should cjtfou guard? — Of what is God 
jealous? — ^What should you pay to every thing that belongs 
to God? — 9. What is greaUy to be lamented? — ^What did 
Samuel do for his children? — ^What do many children 
become when they leave their parents? — ^What awaits such 
children? — 10. What is the way to sin and ruin? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Instrument, in'-stru-ment: the agent or means of any thing. 
Jealous, jel^-lus: zealously cautious against dishonour. 
Slaughter, slaV-tur: massacre, destruction. 
Admonished, ad-mon'-nisht : warned of a fault. 
Presumptuous, pre-zum^'-tshu-us : arrogant, irreverent with 

respect to holy things. 
Degeneracy, de-jen'-er-a-se: a departing from the virtue of 

our ancestors, a forsaking of that which is good. 
Morals, mor'-als: morality, practice of the duties of life. 
Easily, e'-ze-le: without difficulty, readily. 
Directly, de-rekt^-le : in a straight line. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Sbc. 1— SAUL— DAVID. 

1 . Saul, the son of Kish, a Benjamite, was the first king 
of Israel; his re^ commenced, in the year before Christ, 
one thousand and ninety five. 1 Sam. ix. 1,2. 

2. According to the instruction of Samuel, he was 
chosen, under the divine direction, for that office, by casting 
lots among the tribes and families of Israel. 1 Sam. x. 

3. Saul governed well at first for a Uttle time, but af- 
terwards he disobeyed the word of God very often, and 
therefore the Lord rejected him. 1 Sam. xiii. xv. 

4. And God chose instead of Saul, David, who was one 
of the tribe of Judah; and who, on account of his zealous 
concern for the worship of the true God, is said to have 
been, "a man after Grod's own heart.'* 1 Sam. xvi. 1. xiii. 
14. Acts xiii. 22. 

5. Being the youngest son of a large family, David was 
brought up to keep his father's sheep. 1 Sam. xvi. 1 1 . 

6. While he was a shepherd, he killed a lion, and also 
» bear, that had threatened to plunder his father's fiock. 
1 Sam. xvi. 34. 

7. Samuel was commissioned, by the Most High, to 
anoint him with oil at Bethlehem, as king over Israel, in the 
midst of his brethren. 1 Sam. xvi. 13. 

8. David's first appearance at court, took place under 
tiiese circumstances. Having; a knowledge of music, he 
was sent for by Saul, when seized with melancholy, to play 
upon the harp, for his entertainment and comfort. 1 Sam. 
xvi. 19—23. 

9. He was made more pubUcly known, by the follow- 
ing remarkable incident. When Goliath, the giant, chal- 
lenged the men of Israel, David undertook the combat; and 
he slew him, with a sling and a stone. 1 Sam. xvii. Ps. ix. 

10. Saul then became embittered against David, from 
the indulgence, of an envious and malignant temper, and 
because, the women of Israel had sung to their instruments : 
"Saul hath slain his thousands, and Davidhis ten thousands." 
1 Sam. xviii. 4 — 7 James iv. 5. 

IMPROVKNSNT. 

11. It is the province of God, to raise men to dignity 
and eminence, and if they are truly pious, God will mani- 
fest his favour to them. 
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12. In every situation, we are liable to temptations, to 
disobey God, and we sbould remember, that if we yield to 
such temptations, it will bring down the displeasure of God 

upon us. 

13. Let us learn, from the example of David, to love 
and delight in the service of God, and then we may hope, 
that the blessing of the Most High, will be our portion and 
rest upon us in all we do. 

QUESTIONS. 

1 . Who was the first king of Israel? — 2. How was Saul 
appointed l&ing? — 3. How did Saul govern the kingdom? 
—4. Who was chosen, instead of Saul to be king? — What 
was David said to be? — 5. How was David employed in 
his youth? — 7, By whom and where was David anointed 
king? — 8. Why was David sent for by Saul? — 9. What 
remarkable event made David more publicly known? — 10. 
Why did Saul become embittered against David? — 11. 
Whose province is it to raise men to dignity and honour? 
— What will God manifest to you if you are truly pious ? 
— 12. What are you liable to in every situation? — What 
will be brought down upon you, if you yield to temptation? 
— ^What should you learn, from the example of David? — 
What may you then hope for? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Bethlehem, beth' le-them : signifies the house of bread 
or of war. A city in the tribe of Judah, Judg. xvii. 7. and 
likewise called Ephrath. Gen. x. viii. 7. or Ephratah. Mic. 
V. 2. and the inhabitants Ephrathites. Ruth i. 2. 1 Sam., 
xvii. 12. It is situated upon the declivity of a hill, about 
6 miles south of Jerusalem. 

Goliath, go-ly'-ath: a famous giant of the city of Gath. 
He was six cubits and a span high; that is ten feet and a 
half,, or three yards and a half. An ingenious author, on 
examining his armour, allows it to be two hundred and 
seventy pounds weight, so that hie strength must have, 
been proportionable to his stature.. 

Saul, sawl: demanded, sepulchre, destroyer. 
Kdsh, kish: hard, different, straw. 
Benjamite, ben^-ja-mite: a descendant of Benjamin. 
David, da'-vid: beloved, dear. 
Goliath, go-ly^-ath: revolution, discovery, heap. 
Reign, rane : Royal authority, time, of a king'r govern^ 
menu 
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Sbc. 2.— SAUL— DAVID— JONATHAN. 

1 . But, although Saul had become his enemy, all the 
people of Israel esteemed David, and particularly Jonathan, 
the son of Saul, who often screened him, from his father's 
malice. 1 Sam. xviii. 5. xix. 2. 

2. Under this evil passion, Saul ordered his servants to 
kill David, he however escaped a long time, but had to flee 
from place to place, in the land of Israel, and was hunted 
like a partridge on the mountains, till at last, he was forced 
to hide himself among the Philistines. 1 Sam. xxvi. xxvii. 

3. When he was at Gath the first time, he feigned 
himself mad, lest Achish the king of Gath should kill him. 
I Sam. xxi. 12, 13. 

4. To save his father's house, from the rage of Saul, 
David desired the king of Moab to let his father and mother 
dwell there; but he himself went into the land of Judah. 
1 Sam. xxii. 1 — 5. 

5. Saul farther manifested his rage against David, by 
slaying fourscore and five persons of the priests of the Lord, 
because they concealed David, and did not tell the king 
where he was. 1 Sam. xxii. 17, 18. 

6. David had an army under his command, at this time, 
for he had gathered together about four hundred men, who 
soon increased considerably in their numbers. 1 Sam. xxii. 

7. Yet, David did not fight with Saul all this time, but 
avoided him, and fled from him continually; and again was 
compelled to go into the land of the Phihstines. I Sam. 
xxiii. xxiv. xxvii. 

IMFROVEHBNT. 

8. See what slippery places great men stand in ; and 
what Httle reason there is, to envy their condition. David 
was much happier, when a shepherd, than now. Let us 
learn contentmeDt, ia^a low coiMStion; and dieck the nsingm 
cf ambition. 

9. See what a malignant panioQ envy it, and what a 
demon it turns man into. Never was Saul's breast, sa fit 
a lodging for the evil spirit, as when fidl of envy. He 
needed no worse sinrit, ihBn his own to torment him, 

10. ]From David's example we may infer, that the care 
of aged parents is a great duty in youth, and highly com- 
mendable. When they are in sickness or old age, it is but 
justice to make a return for their care and kindness. 
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QUSSTI0N8. 

1. Who became the enemy of David? — Who esteemed 
David? — 2. What did Saul order his servants to do? — 4. 
How did David save his father's house, from the rage of 
Saul? — 5. How did Saul farther manifest his rage against 
David? — 6. What was the amount of David's army at this 
time?— 7. Did David fight with Saul?— 8. What kind of 
places do great men stand in ? — ^What should we learn in an 
humble condition? — What should you check? — 9. What 
turns man into a demon? — What may torment us? — 10. 
What do yovL learn from David's example in reference to 
your parents ? — When your parents are in sickness or old 
age, what ought you to do? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Gath : a celebrated city of the Philistines, and one of 
their ^ye principalities. It stood about six miles from 
Jamnia, and about fourteen south of Joppa, and thirty two 
west of Jerusalem. 

MoAB, mo'-ab: son of Lot, and his eldest daughter. 
Moab was the father of the Moabites^ who dwelt eastward 
of the Dead Sea. 

Philistines, fil-lis'-tins : A people, who are commonly 
said to have descended from Casluhim, the son of Mizraim 
or Mizr, "vdio peopled Egypt. It is probable, they continued 
with their progenitors in Egypt, until they were sufficiently 
numerous and powerful, to stretch themselves along the 
coast of Canaan. They gave the name Phihstia, or Pales- 
tine, to that part of the country which they occupied. It 
was a narrow strip of land, along the coast of the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, in the S. W. of Canaan, about 40 miles long, 
and, except at the south part, scarce ever above 13 miles 
broad. Its cities were Gerar, Gaza> Majuma, Askelon, 
Ekron, Ashdod, and Gath. 

Jonathan, jon'-a-than : given of God, 

Screened, scxeend: sheltered, concealed, hid. 

Feigned, faned : to invent, to make a show of. 

Rage, radje : violent anger, vehement fury. 

Slippery, slip'-pur-e: smooth, not affording firm footing. 

Contentment, kon-tent'-ment: rest without full satisfaction^ 

submission, gratification. 
Demon, de^-mon : a spirit, generally an evil spirit. 
To infer, in-fer^: to bring on, to induce, to draw conclusiona 

from foregoing premises. 
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CHAPTER XT. 

Sbc. 3.— SAUL'S DEATH. 

1. And notwithstanding Saul continued to persecute 
David, the latter never even attempted to destroy the king, 
but spared his life twice, when he had it in his power to 
kill him. 1 Sam. xxiv. 7 — 1 1 . xxvi. 1 1 . 

2. This forbearance of David, had some influence on 
the heart of Saul, for a short time; but his envy and malice, 
were so deeply rooted in his heart, that they prevailed, 
above all the principles of kindness and gratitude. 1 Sam. 
xxiv. 16. xxvi. 1. 

3. At length the Philistines invaded Israel, and Saul 
was in the greatest distress, because God gave him no 
directions, nor answered him by dreams, nor by the priests, 
nor by prophets. 1 Sam. xxviii. 4 — 6. 

4. In his extremity, he very improperly enquired of i 
woman, who was a witch, at Endor; and there he was told, 
that he and his sons should die on the morrow. 1 Sam. 
xxviii. 8, 19. 

5. The next day, the Philistines slew several of his 
sons, and woimded him sorely in the battle, and then he 
fell upon his own sword and slew himself. 1 Sam. xxxi. 3. 

6. David was with Achish, the king of Gath, all this 
time, to whom he had fled the second time, and be had just 
then been employed, in destroying the Amalekites, who had 
plundered the city of Ziklag, where he dwelt. 1 Sam. xxx. 

7. When Saul died, David lamented the death of the 
king, and his son Jonathan, in a beautiful elegy, which he 
then composed; and he went up to Hebron, a city of Judah, 
where tiie men of Judah made him their king. 2 Sam. i. ii. 

8. Saul's death took place in the year before Christ >. 
one thousand and fifty. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

9. Let us learn, in imitation of David, to guard against, 
a revengeful spirit, and to restrain our passions, especially 
anger, when we meet with unjust and unreasonable treat- 
ment. 

10. In the case of Saul, we see the horrors of a guilty 
conscience, and how solicitous we should be, to make God 
our friend. When placed in painful circumstances, his. 
iniquities were set in order before him. And he, who. 
refused obedience to God, became a slave to his own fears 
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and folly, and also the subject of remorse and despair, and 
a terrific anticipation of the Divine vengeance. 

QUESTIONS. 

1 . Who continued to persecute David? — ^What did David 
never even attempt? — 2. What was deeply rooted in the 
heart of Saul? — 3. Who invaded Israel? — ^Who was in dis- 
tress? — Why was he in distress?— 4. What did Saul do in 
his extremity? — ^Was he right or wrong? — What does that 
teach you?---5. What happened the next day? — 6. Where 
was David at this time? — 7. What did David compose cm 
SauFs death? — ^Where did David go? — ^What did the men 
of Judah make him? — 9. What did David guard against? — 
Was he right or wrong? — What then should you do? — 
What did David restrain ? — When did David restrain his 
passions ? — Was he right or wrong? — ^What then should you 
do? — 10. What do you see the horrors of, in the case of 
Saul? — What should you be solicitous to do? — What did 
Saul become when he had refused to obey Grod? — What 
did he become the subject of? — ^What does that teach you? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Endor, en'-dor: signifies a well, or habitation. A city 
in the western half tribe of Manasseh; about four miles 
south east of Mount Tabor. 

Amalekites, am-al-ek'-ites : the descendants of Amalek, 
who dwelt in Arabia Petrea, and were avowed enemies of 
the Hebrews. Gen. xiv. 7. 

ZiKLAO, ziklag: a city which Achish, king of Gath, gave 
to David, while he took shelter in the land of the Philistines, 
and which afterwards remained to the kings of Judah. 

To persecute, per'-se-kute: to pursue with malignity, to 
pursue with repeated acts of enmity. 

Forbearance, for-bare^'-anse : the care of avoiding or shun- 
ning, command of temper, delay of punishment. 

Extremity, eks-trem'-e-te : the utmost pomt, the utmost 
violence, rigour, or distress. 

Elegy, eK-e-je; a mournful song, a funeral song. 

Horrors, hor^-rurs: terrors mixed with detestation, gloom. 

Solicitous, so-lis^'-si-tus: anyious, careful, concerned. 

Improperly, im-prop'-ur-le : absurdly, not fitly, not justly. 

Remorse, re-morse': anguish of a guilty conscience. 

Despair, de'-spare: hopelessness, despondency. 

Terrific, ter-rif'-fek: dreadful, causing terror. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Sec. 1.— DAVID. 

^ I . David reigned at Hebron, seven years and a half; 
and then aU Israel came to him, and chose him for their 
king» and brought him up to Jerusalem, in the year before 
Chnst, one thousand and forty seven. 2 Sam. v. 1 — 9. 

2. Ishbosheth one of the sons of Saul, had been reigning 
over the rest of the tribes, during the time. 2 Sam. ii. 8, 9. 

3. He lost the kingdom in consequence of quarrelling 
with Abner, the general of his army, whereupon Abner 
joined with David: and after this, two of Ishbosheth's own 
servants slew him in his bed. 2 Sam. ii. 7 — 18. iv. 5 — 7. 

4. When David came to Jerusalem, his first important 
act was that of taking the strong hold of Zion, from the 
Jebusites who had kept possession of it to that day, and he 
called it the city of David. 2 Sam. v. 6 — 9. 

5. At this time, the Ark of God was at Kirjathjearim^ 
whence David now fetched it up, by God's diection, to 
Jerusalem in triumph, and placed it in Zion. 2 Sam. vi. 1 — 
17. — I Chron. xiii. 5, 6. 

6. David's pious design, toward the Ark, met with divine 
approbation. He formed the purpose of building a house 
for its reception, for hitherto it had been preserved in 
curtains. 2 Sam. vii. 2, 3. 

7. Yet God did not encourage him, to proceed with it, 
because he had shed much blood; but he promised that he 
should have a son, who should build him an house. 2 Sam. 
vii. 12, 13. 

8. After this David was frequently engaged in war. He 
had many battles, and was victorious over all his enemies 
round about him, as the Philistines, Moabites, Edomites, 
and others. And David governed the Hebrews well, for he 
executed judgment and justice among the people. 2Sam. viii. 
wifl n^^^^^^ blemishes of David's Ufe, were, his adultery 
with Bathsheba. the murder of her husband Uriah; and his 
pnde. m numbering the people of Israel. 2 Sam. xi. 

convinc^\^\r^^^^^^^ ^ *^^ ^°™^^ instances, he veas 
SnSe?U^h T^"^^.^ P^^*^^ ^^^« of Nathan 
2 SaKf "^t 1 1^^""' '""''' ^' ^^^^ ^- repentance. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

r wniui IS he who hath promised 
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*ind able to p/Toi^f i. 

unl^ly itn^aylj^e^rr" '^ '*"> ^"^^o"' however 
»> J •' "® return of the Art a. 
•*^^g of God's public or^n '^°'° obscurity, and the 
occasions of n-eat iov f„ ,™»nces and worehip were 
thankful for KS ^fcr P-P'e- We sh^'ul J b^ 
ances. "^""^ "»d continuance of rdigious ordin- 

^ot G^tThS'lShrp'^'^^ "'^^ ^«-^' -^'^^ - can 
«;ous public spirit. S Zavs !L? T- '^'^'^ » S^' 
the house of our God. ^ ^'"'^ "» Sood deeds for 

r«i,e?oveSe*i^AeS^^^^ Who had 

w Hebron?— 3. Whon«« n ^*' ^^^Je David was reigninc 
David?--4. maTwL^r'f ^,**.^*hIshboshethandjS 

coming to JerusaleiTp^'m *'"P°'^* '^^ °^ Da^id on 

—6. What met wfth tlf; r^*^^'^ ^«« «»e Ark at this time ? 

7. Did God encour^e D^aT^ approbation in DavidTl 

What did hepromSDaS TwT** ^* ^ design ?- 

|y engaged in?-Over wW. ^^at was David fr4uent- 

^vid govern the Selr^8?''%'''^*°"°^--H°^ <»»d 

blemishes in David's ltfe?m~H ^''^ ^^^^ t^e chief 

his wickedness ?~Whatd;7i!»;i,T.'^'^''* convinced of 

» faithful to his promW i;^^"''"^?^*"^'^--"- ^ho 

ever he has proiS ^wr^i^J'.'*!*^^ *" «*«<=* '"'hatso- 

yo«?-12. Wha^e th? foretold?_What does that teach 

occasion of ?-For WW «ho*?;^ of reUgious ordinances an 

is it our duty f«inq^e aW^''*'^;^'*''*'^'-!^- What 

/ K. inquire about ?— What should we maintain ? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

AtS\l^;;^V^£^Si.a-anofshame. 

Bathsheba. S-she' h«t f^^' ^^^ ^"^ °^ *e father. 
Uriah. yeW-rSih. th^f"'..*^* ^^^^''th daughter. 

subject to a monarch ^' ^^^ temtones 

Obscunty. ob-sku'-rcte : darkness, unnoticed stat;, ^J^cy! 
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CHAPTBR XVI. 

Sec 2.— DAVID. 

1 . Notwithstanding David's deep repentance, he suffered 
a great deal of domestic trouhle, on account of his crimes, 
pstfticularly by the conduct of his wicked sons Amnon, 
Absalom, and Adonijah. 2 Sam. xiii — xviii. Ephe. vi. 1. 

2. He was pimished also, for his pride in numbering 
the people, which appears to have been done, that he might 
know how great a king he was. 2 Sam. xxiv. 2. 

3. In this case, God gave him leave to choose one of 
these* three punishments, either seven years of famine, — or 
three months of war, — or three days of pestilence. 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 13. 

4. The king preferred either the famine or the pestilence, 
rather than war, for he chose rather to fall into the hands 
of €rod than of man, consequently God sent a pestilence 
that destroyed seventy thousand men in three days. 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 14, 15. 

5. When David saw the ravages of the pestilence, he 
and the elders of Israel, fell upon their faces, clothed in 
sackcloth : and David, confessing his crime, prayed that the 
anger of God might fall on himself, rather than the people. 
1 Chron. xxi. 21—26. 

6. The Almighty manifested his approval of David's 
humiliation, by commanding Gad the prophet to order 
David, to build an altar, and offer sacrifices on the thresh- 
ingfloor of Oman; and when David prayed, fire came down 
from heaven, and consumed the sacrifices. 1 Chron. xxi. 

7. David proclaimed Solomon his son, king, in his own 
life-time, and as his successor; and Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet, anointed him king of Israel. 1 Kings i. 

8. David reigned forty years, in idl, and died in a g^ood 
old age, full of days, riches, and honour. 1 Kings ii. 1 
Chron. xxix. 28. 

9. He was distinguished as a fine poet, — an excellent 
musician, — a noted warrior, — and a famous king. 2 Sam. 
xxiii. Ps. Ixxii. Heb. xi. 32. His death took place in 
the year before Christ, one thousand and fifteen. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

10. There is great reason to lament that a good man 
should become guilty of such horrid crimes, as those which 
have been related of David. The scriptures faithfiiUy relate 



73 

these instances of unfaithfulness; which is at once an 
evidence of their sincerity, and an awful warning to all, 
even the best of men. 

1 1 - We learn, that God observes the sins of his own 
people, with great displeasure. If any therefore, are so 
presumptuous and wicked, as to encourage themselves in 
sin, by this example; let them know, that the displeasure 
of Almighty God will follow them, and punishment will 
overtake them, as certainly as it overtook David. 

QUBSTIONS. 

1. Notwithstanding David's repentance, what did he 
suffer? — 3. Of what punishments did God give David the 
choice, for numbering the people.^ — 4. What did the king 
prefer? — How many men did the pestilence destroy? — In 
what time were they destroyed? — 5. When David saw the 
ravages of the pestilence, what did he do? — 6. Of what did 
the Almighty manifest his approval? — ^What does that 
teach you? — How did the Almighty manifest his approba- 
tion? — 7. Whom did David proclaim king and his successor? 
— ^Who anointed Solomon ? — 8. How long did David reign 
in all? — ^What did he die full of? — 9. How was David dis- 
tinguished? — 10. What is there great reason to lament? — 
What do the scriptures faithfully relate? — Of whftt is that 
an evidence ? — 1 1 . What does God observe with great dis- 
pleasure? — What does that teach you? — What will you be, 
if you encourage yourself in sin by David's example? — 
What will follow you if you act in this way? — ^What will 
certainly overtake you? 

BXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Amnon, am'-non : faithful and true, foster-father. 

Absalom, ab'-sa-lom: father of peace. 

Adonijah, ad-do-n)r^-jah: the Lord is my master. 

Gad, gad : a band, happy, armed and prepared. 

Orhan, or''-nan : that rejoices, their bow or ark. 

Zadok, za'-dok: just, justified. 

Domestic, do-mes'-tik: belonging to the house. 

Particularly, par-tik^-ku-lur-le : distinctly, not universally. 

Ravages, raV'-vidj-iz: spoils, ruin, waste. 

Sackcloth, sak'-kloth: cloth of which sacks are made; coarse 

cloth, sometimes worn in mortification. 
Approval, ap-proo'-val: the act of approving or expressing 

himself pleased. 
Musician, mu-zish''-un : one skilled in harmony. 
o 
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CHAPTBB Xvii. 

Sbc. 1 .—SOLOMON.— Thb Two Mothers— Tbmple. 

1 . Solomon's reign commenced, in the year before Christ, 
one thousand and fifteen. It is stated t)iat he was wiser 
than all men. 1 Kings iii. 12.* iv. 31. 

2. His wisdom toward God appeared, in that he asked 
not for long life, nor riches, nor honour: but understanding 
and knowledge to govern so great a people. 1 Kings iii. 

3. The first instance of his wisdom in the government, 
was his decision, in the case of a quarrel between two women, 
who contended about a child : and in discovering and giv- 
ing the child to the real mother. 1 Kings iii. 16 — 28. 

4. To find out the true mother, he commanded the child 
to be divided into two, that each woman might have a half; 
then the tenderness and love of the true mother appeared, 
in yielding her pretensions to it, rather than see it divided. 

5. Solomon, took special care, for the wcM^hip of Je- 
hovah. He built that famous temple, for which David had 
made such ample preparation. 

6. It was a most glorious edifice, constructed of cedar, 
fir, olive wood, and hewn stone, with most amazing expense 
of gold, silver, brass and precious stones, both for adorning 
the buildings, and also for the holy vessels which were 
kept within it. 1 Kings vi. vii. 

7. It was built, in imitation of the tabernacle of Moses 
and its court; but with a great deal more magnificence and 
grandeur, according to the pattern, that David his father 
had received from God, and giyen to him. 1 Chron. xxvii. 

8. The temple was built on Mount Moriah, not very for 
from mount Zion in Jerusalem: the very same place, where 
Abraham was called to ofifer his son Isaac. (Gen. xxii. 2.) 
and where God appeared to David when he stopped the 
pestilence, (2 Chron. iii. 1.) and gave him a miraculous 
token of his acceptance, by fire from heaven, consuming his 
sacrifice. 1 Chron. xxi. 16. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

9. Young people should pray with earnestness, for a 
wise and an imderstanding heart. Youth are ignorant and 
inexperienced, and should therefore plead with God for 
divine teaching. 

10. . Spiritual blessings should be sought, with the great- 
est importunity, and temporal ones submitted to the divine 
choice : this is the way to succeed in both. 
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11. All the pains and expense Solomon was at, in the 
erection of the temple, suggests to us, how ready we should 
be, to honour the Lord with our substance, and to devote 
our wealth to his services. 

QUB8TI0N6. 

1 When did Solomon's reign commence? — ^What is 
stated of Solomon? — 2. In what did his wisdom towards 
God appear? — For what did Solomon pray? — ^Was he right 
or wrong? — ^What does that teach you? — 3. What was the 
first instance of Solomon's wisdom in his government?- 
4. What method did he use to find the true mother? — 5. 
For what did Solomon take special care? — ^Was he right or 
wrong ? — ^What should you do then? — ^What did Solomon 
build? — 9. Of what was the temple built? — 7. What was 
it built in imitation of? — 8. On what mount was the temple 
built? — ^What mount was it not far from? — ^What was 
moimt Moriah, the site of the temple distinguished for? — 
9. For what should >oung people pray ? — How should they 
pray? — ^Who should pray for a wise and understanding 
heart? — ^What does that teach you? — 10. How should you 
seek spiritual blessings? — How should you seek temporal 
blessings? — IL What does all the pains and expense Sol- 
omon was at, in erecting the temple suggest to us ? — ^Who 
shoidd have the first and best of our services? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Mount Moriah, mount mo-ry^-ah: a hill on the north 
side of Jerusalem, once separated from that of Acre, on 
which Jerusalem stood, by a broad valley, which, according 
to Josephus, was filled up by the Asmoneans, and the two 
hills, converted into one. Moriah impHes "vision;" and the 
"Land of Moriah" was probably so called from being seen 
"afar ofi*" by Abraham. It included the whole group of 
hills on which Jerusalem was afterwards built. 

Jehovah, je-ho^-vah : the incommunicable name of God, 

self-existing. 
Solomon, sor-o-mon: the power of judging rightly. 
Instance, in^-stanse: example. 
Decision, de-sizh-un : determination of a difference. 
Quarrel, quor^rel: a dispute, a contest, a cause of debate. 
True, troo : genuine, not counterfeit, rightfril. 
Pretensions, pre-ten'-shuns : claims true or false. 
Ample, am^'-ple: large, wide, extended, liberal. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Sec. 2. — SOLOMON. — Dedication op the Temple. 

1. The Temple occupied seven years in its erection. 
When it was finished, Solomon dedicated it to Jehovah, by 
assembling all the men of Israel, — bringing thither the 
"Ark of the Covenant," and other holy things from Zion, — 
by a devout prayer to God, — ^by public rejoicings in a feast 
of seven days, — and by a vast number of sacrifices. 1 Kings 
viii. 2 Chron. vi. vii. 

2. The Lord shewed his approbation of the temple, by 
filling the house with a cloud of glory, to represent his 
taking possession of it, — ^by sending down fire from heaven 
to consume the sacrifices, — and by appearing in the night 
to Solomon, to assure him he had heard his prayer, and had 
chosen that place, for a house of sacrifice to himself. 2 
Chron. vii. 1, 2, 3, 12. 

3. The Lord greatly blessed the reign of Solomon. He 
gave him prodigious treasures, and magnificent state, and 
he spread the fame and greatness of his wisdom over all 
nations. 1 Kings x. 

4. In consequence of these distinctions, peculiar honours 
were done to him. The princes round about him, coveted 
his friendship, gave him their assistance and many presents ; 
and the Queen of Sheba came to visit him, expressly for 
this purpose. 1 Kings ix. x. 

5. She received much satisfaction from her visit. For 
having seen Solomon's grandeur and wisdom, she ^ was 
astonished at the sight, and confessed, the one half of it 
was not told her. 1 Kings x. 1 — 10. 

6. Notwithstanding Solomon's great wisdom, in the 
latter part of his life, he displeased the Almighty. For he 
forgot his great obligations to the Most High, and took 
wives and concubines in great numbers, from idolatrous 
nations ; and by them, his heart was so far led away after 
idols, that he built places of worship for them very near to 
Jerusalem, and offered sacrifices to them. 1 Kings xi. 1 . 

improvement. 

7. It is a cause of thankfulness, when opportunities and 
places are provided for us, to attend on the worship of God. 
And when this is the case, we may sing; the Lord is good, 
and his mercy endureth for ever. 

8. The melancholy account of Solomon's latter days, 
contains an awful admonition to all. Let all the pious 
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therefore, continue on their guard, lest they depart from 
God. 

9. Solomon had great advantages, by David's pious 
instructions, this greatly aggravated his folly and guilt. 
Children of godly parents should beware; and serve the 
God of their fathers, and walk in their pious steps. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What time was occupied in building the temple? — 
How did Solomon proceed when it was finished? — How did 
he dedicate it? — 2. How did the Lord shew his approbation 
of the temple? — 3. What did the Lord give Solomon? — 4. 
How did the princes around Solomon act? — ^Who came to 
visit Solomon? — 5. What did she say, when she had seen 
his greatness? — 6. Of what was Solomon guilty in the 
latter part of his life ? — 7. What is a cause of thankfiilnessi 
— ^When this is the case, what may we sing? — 8. What 
may be an awful admonition to us all ? — ^What should the 
pious be? — ^Why should they be on their guard? — 9. Who 
had advantages? — From what had he advantages'^ — ^What 
was aggravated thereby? — ^What does that teach you .^ — Of 
what should the children of godly parents beware? — ^What 
should they do? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Shbba, she^-bah: the Queen of Sheba is also called 
"Queen of the South," and was according to some, a Queen 
of Arabia ; and according to others, a Queen of Ethiopia. 
The Abyssinians at this day maintain^ that this princess 
was of their country. 

To represent, rep-pre-zent: to show, to exhibit to display. 
Prodigious, pro-did^-jus : amazing, astonishing, enormous. 
Coveted, kaV'-et-ed: desired beyond due bounds, desired 

earnestly. 
Opportunities, op-por-tu'-ne-tiz; fit places or times, con* 

veniences. 
Melancholy, mel^-an-kol-e: gloomy, dismal, diseased with 

melancholy. 
Thither, thith'-ur: to that place, it is opposed to Hither. 
To consume, kon^-sume: to waste, to spend, to destroy. 
State, state: condition, solemn pomp,, appearance of gran-> 

deur. 
To spread, spred: to extend, to expand, to publish^ 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Sec. 3. — SOLOMON. — Jeroboam — Solomon's Death. 

1 . Jehovah, however, punished Solomon for his wicked- 
ness and idolatry, by stirring up several enemies against 
him, and particularly Jeroboam, his own servant. 1 Kings 
xi. 14, 23, 26. 

2. Jeroboam's own pretence, for disturbing the govern- 
ment, was, the erection of some expensive palaces for 
Pharoah's daughter, who was Solomon's Queen, and the 
imposition of heavy taxes, for that and other buildings. 
1 Kings ix. 24. xi. 27. xii. 4. 

3. Jeroboam was encouraged, in his opposition to 
Solomon, by Ahijah the prophet, who, being sent of God, 
caught hold of Jeroboam's garment, when he met him in 
the field, and rent it into twelve pieces, and gave ten of 
them to Jeroboam. 1 Kings xi. 29. 

4. The prophet told him, the meaning of this action 
was, that God had given him ten of the tribes of Israel, 
and had left the posterity of Solomon only two tribes, that 
is Judah and Benjamin, which were afterwards united into 
one, under the name of Jews. 1 Kings xi. xii. 2 Chron. xi. 

5. But this was not fulfilled in Solomon's days, for it 
pleased God to withhold these calamities from the house of 
Solomon, till the days of his son. 2 Chron. xi. 23. 

6. It is generally supposed, that the book of "Ecclesi- 
astes," is a sort of proof, that Solomon repented of his sins, . 
which had provoked the anger of God; 

7. In that book, he describes the vanity of every labour, 
and every enjoyment under the sun, and sums up all in the 
fear of God, and keeping his commandments, as the whole 
duty and chief interest of man. Ec. i. ii. xii. 13, 14. 

8. Solomon reigned forty years; but the exact age at 
which he died, is not recorded in scripture. His death took 
place nine hundred and seventy five years before Christ. 

improvement. 

9. All who sin against God, injure their own peace and 
happiness. 

10. While Solomon was virtuous, no adversary or evil 
appeared against him ; but when he revolted, various enemies 
were stirred up; God reserved this scourge for him, and 
when he revolted, they corrected him. 
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1 1 . Sin not only separates, between God and the soul, 
but arms innumerable enemies against us. 

12. How excellently well did Solomon begin his reign! 
But how sadly was his glory tarnished by what has been 
related it made him set in a cloud. Let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who was punished? — For what was he punished? — 
By whom was he punished.^ — ^What does that teach you? — 
Who was particularly stirred up against Solomon? — 2. 
What was Jeroboam's own pretence for disturbing the 
government.^ — 3. How was Jeroboam encouraged in his 
opposition to Solomon? — 4. What was the meaning of this 
action? — 5. When was this fulfilled? — 6. Is there any 
evidence that Solomon ever repented? — 7. What does he 
describe in that book ? — 8. How long did Solomon reign ? — 
When did his death take place ? — 9. If you sin against God 
what will you injure? — 10. While Solomon was virtuous, 
did evil happen to him.^ — ^When he revolted against God 
what took place .^ — 11. Between whom does sin cause a 
separation ? — ^Whom does sin arm against us ? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Ecclesiastes, ek-kle-ze-as''-tes : the Preacher. 

Pretence, pre-tense': the act of shewing or alledging what 
is not real, assumption, claim to notice. 

Disturbing, dis-turb''-ing : perplexing, disquieting, inter- 
rupting, hindering. 

Imposition, im-po-zish^-un : the act of laying any thing on 
another. 

Scourge, skurge ; an instrument of discipline, a punishment, 
a vindictive affliction. 

Innumerable, in-nu''-mur-a-bl : not to be counted for mul- 
titude. 

Tarnished, tar'-nisht: sullied, soiled, made not bright. 

Idolatry, i-doF-la-tre: the worship and adoration of false 
gods; or the giving those honours to creatures, or the 
works of man's^ hands, which are only due to (Jod. 

Expensive, eks-pen'-siv: extravagant, luxurious, costly. 

To withhold, with-hold^: to restrain, to hold back. 

Vanity, van-e-te: emptiness, imcertainty, fruitless desire^ 
fruitless endeavour. 

Interest, in'-ter-est; concern, advantage, good. 



chapter xviii. 

The Kingdom of Judah. 

REHOBOAM. 

1. Rehoboam, succeeded his father Solomon, on the 
Hebrew throne, but though Solomon had written so many 
excellent lessons on morality and piety for his son, in the 
book of Proverbs, and had given him many warnings, he 
still followed evil courses; which Solomon himself seems to 
intimate, in the book of Ecclesiastes; ii. 19. "Who knoweth 
whether his son will be a wise man or a fool." 

2. And on his accession to the throne, he despised the 
counsel of old men, and hearkening to the advice of rash 
young men, he threatened the nation of Israel, to make 
their yoke heavier than his father had done. 1 Kings xii. 

3. The consequence of this line of conduct was, that 
all the tribes of Israel, except Judah aad Benjamin, made 
Jeroboam their king; and thus the nation was divided into 
two kingdoms, which were afterwards called the Kingdom 
OF Judah, and the Kingdom of Israel. 1 Kings xii. 15. 

4. After the ten tribes had made Jeroboam their king, 
an effort was made by Rehoboam, to bring them back, to a 
state of allegiance to himself. But when he raised a great 
army out of Judah and Benjamin, to accomplish this end« 
the Lord by his prophet, forbid them to proceed. Yet in 
succeeding times there were many bloody wars between 
Judah and Israel. 1 Kings xii. 22 — 25. 

5. And under the reign of Rehoboam, the people of 
Judah fell into idolatry and shameful sins, whereupon God 
was angry, and as a punishment Shishak, king of Egypt, 
was permitted to plunder the temple, and the king's house 
of their treasures, * in the fifth year of Rehoboam's reig^. 
Rehoboam reigned seventeen years, and died and was buried 
with his fathers in the city of David. 1 Kings xiv. 25. 

improvement. 

6. Rehoboam had almost unequaUed advantages for im- 
provement, in divine and human knowledge. Yet he acted 
a mad and foolish part. Parents should take due care in 
the education of children, but shoidd not raise their expecta- 
tions too high. They should not be concerned, to heap 
up too much wealth for them; because, it is only putting 
instruments of vice into their hands if they are wicked. 

7. The readiest way for young people to be ruined, ia 
to follow the advice of their gay companions, and reject the 
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counsel of the more wise and experienced. If youth reckon 
those their best friends, who feed their pride, gratify their 
vanity, and further them in their sinful pleasures, they are 
already marked for ruin. 

8. Proud, imperious, violent language, alienates men's 
affections. Let us learn from the history of Rehoboam, to 
open our mouth with gentleness and kindness. Let children 
never be bitter against one another, nor against their pa- 
rents, nor against servants or any one else. 

9. Rehoboam and his subjects gave themselves up to 
impiety, in consequence of which, the king of Egypt was 
permitted to attack and,plunder the temple, &c. So God 
suffers men to feel the consequence of intemperance and 
wickedness, by their bodies being weakened, their substance 
wasted, the loss of their reputation, and their conscience 
being wounded; that they may see, what a foolish choice 
they have made, in preferring the service of the devil to 
that of God. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who succeeded Solomon on the Hebrew throne? — 2. 
Whose counsel did he despise on his accession to the throne? 
— 3. What was the consequence of this conduct? — 4. Did 
Rehoboam make any effort to regain the lost tribes? — 5. 
Who plundered the temple in the time of Rehoboam? — 
Why was he permitted to do so? — 6. What should parents 
do for their children.^ — 7. Which is the readiest way for 
young people to be ruined? — 8. What will proud and im- 
perious language do.^ — 9. What does God suffer men to 
feel the consequences of? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Rehoboam, re-ho-bo'-am : one who sets the people at Hberty; 

Shishak, shy^-shak; present of the bag, of the pot, of the 
thigh. 

ExceUent, ek'-sel-lent : of great worth, eminent in any good 
quality. 

Courses, kor^-ses : methods of life, trains of action. 

Accession, ak-sesh^-un : the act of arriving at. 

Allegiance, al-le^-jance : the duty of subjects to the govern- 
ment. 

Whereupon, whar-up-on'': upon which. 

Alienates, £de'-yen-ates : withdraws the heart or the affec- 
tions. 

Imperious, im-pe''-re-us : commanding, tyrannical, haughty. 
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chaptbr x.ix. 

Thb Kingdom of Israel. 
Sec. 1.— JEROBOAM. 

1 . Jeroboam, the first king over the ten tribes, was the 
son of Nebat, and Zeriah of Zereda, in the tribe of Ephraim. 
Solomon observing him to be an industrious and enterpris- 
ing youth, appointed him to levy the tax from the tribes of 
Ephraim and Manasseh. 1 Kings xi. 26 — 28. 

2. Ahijah the prophet informed Jeroboam, that God 
would make him, king over ten of the Hebrew tribes. Witii 
out waiting for Solomon's death, it is probable, he be- 
gan to prepare the people for a revolt. Being informed of 
it Solomon sought to apprehend him, but he fled into Egjrpt, 
where he remained till the death of the king. 1 Kings xi. 

3. He then returned, and found that Rehoboam, had 
already excited the disgust of ten of the tribes, by some 
arbitrary proceedings. These tribes no sooner heard of his 
return, than they invited him to appear among them in a 
general assembly, in which they invited him to be king over 
Israel. 1 Kings xii. 2, 3. 

4. Jeroboam fixed his residence at Shechem, and there 
fortified himself; he also rebuilt Penuel, a city beyond Jordan, 
putting it in a state of defence, in order to keep the tribes 
quiet which were on that side Jordan. 1 Kings xii 1 — 25 . 

5. God had promised, to estabHsh the kingdom to him 
and his seed, on condition that they would walk in the ways 
of king David. But instead of regarding these terms, and 
fearing, that the frequent attendance of his subjects at Je- 
rusalem, in the worship of God, might issue in their return 
to their allegiance, to the family of David, he formed two 
golden calves; and placed the one at Bethel in the south 
part of his kingdom, and the other at Dan on the north. 1 
Kings xii. 26— 31. 

6. He ordered his subjects, not to go to Jerusalem, but 
to worship the God who had brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, as represented by these calves. He built high 
places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, whether 
they were Levites or not. And he appointed a solemn feast 
on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, which was a month 
after the feast of tabernacles. 1 Kings xii. 32. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

7. Let young persons remember, that industry is the 
way to preferment. Solomon observed that Jeroboam was 



83 

industrious, and then he advanced him. Seest thou a man, 
thdt is diligent in his business, he shall stand before kings, 
and not always be on a level with mean men. 

8. The prospect of future advantages, should never lead 
us to adopt improper or unlawful measures, to secure their 
possession. Those blessings or priviledges, which God has 
promised, he will grant us the enjoyment of, if we are faith- 
ful in his service, and obedient to his will. Arid without his 
favour, temporal benefits will be a curse, rather than a 
blessing. 

9. Temporal prosperity, and worldly policy, are fre- 
quently injurious, to our religious interests. By these, 
Jeroboam was lead astray in the path of idolatry, and induced 
to oppose God's ordinances. Pride, hardness of heart, and 
disobedience to the law, were the effects produced by them 
in the heart and life of Jeroboam. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who was the first king of Israel? — 2. What was. 
promised to Jeroboam by Ahijah? — ^Where did Jeroboam 
flee from Solomon? — 3. On what occasion did he return 
from Egypt? — 4. Where did Jeroboam fix his residence? 
— r5. What did God promise Jeroboam f* — Did he regard 
the condition of the promise ? — Where did he place the 
golden calves he made? — 6. What did he order his subjects 
to refrain from? — ^By what other means did he promote 
idolatry? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Bbthbl, betV-el : a city about 8 miles northward of 
Jerusalem, and a mile westward of Ai. 

Dan, dan : the city of Dan was situated at the northern 
extremity of the land of Israel ; hence the phrase, "from 
Dan to Beersheba," denoting the whole length of the land 
of promise. 

Shechem, she^-chem: is also called Sychem, Sychar, 
and Neapolis. Its modem name is Naplouse. This place 
stood on mount Ephraim, and about ten miles north from 
Shiloh, and thirty, (some say, forty) miles from Jerusalem. 

Jeroboam, jer-o-bo''-am: fighting against, increasing the 

people. 
Industrious, in-dus'-tre-us : diligent laborious, designed. 
Revolt, re- volt': desertion, change of sides. 
Arbitrary, ar'-be-tra-re : despotic, absolute, capricious. 
Instead, in-sted'': in room of, in place of, equal to. 
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chapter xx. 

Thb Kinodom of Judah. 

ABIJAH— ASA. 

1 . Abijah, who is also called, Abijam, and Abia, suc- 
ceeded his father Rehoboam, in the throne of Judah. His 
reign commenced in the eighteenth year of the reign of 
Jeroboam, king of Israel. He reigned only three years ; 
and imitated the impiety of his father, but he was raised to 
the throne for the sake of his great grandfather David, ac- 
cording to the divine promise. 

2. He was almost constantly at war with Jeroboam. 1 
Kings XV. 1 — 6. Once he took the field with four hundred 
thousand, (some read forty thousand,) against Jeroboam, 
and eight hundred thousand, (some read eighty thousand.) 
The armies being drawn up very near to each other, he 
delivered a famous address, reproving Israel for their depar- 
ture from the true worship of God, and from the house of 
David. 2 Chron. xiii. 1 — 12. 

3. Meanwhile, Jeroboam detached a part of his army 
round the hill, to attack the rear of Abijah's army. Seeing 
themselves surrounded, Abijah and his forces cried to the 
Lord for help, and the priests sounded the silver trumpets. 
2 Chron. xiii. 13. 14. 

4. Such a sudden panic seized the host of Jeroboam, 
that Abijah's army cut off five hundred thousand (some read 
fifty thousand) of them 6ii the spot; and pursuing the 
victory, took Bethel, Jeshanah, Ephraim, and a number of 
other places from the ten tribes. 2 Chron. xiii. 15 — 20. 

And Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him 
in the city of David. 1 Kings xv. 1 — 7. 

Accession of Asa. 

5. Asa, was the son of Abijah, and succeeded his father 
as the king of Judah. He did right in the sight of the 
Lord, and destroyed the idols which had been set up in the 
land, and endeavoured to effect an entire reformation. 1 
Kings XV. 9 — 15. 2 Chron. xiv. 1 — 5. 

6. He fortified the principal cities on his frontiers, while 
his kingdom was at peace, and the Lord favoured him with 
his protection. After this he levied three hundred thousand 
mett in Judah, armed with shields and spikes; and two 
hundred and eighty thousand men in Benjamin, armed with 
shields and bows, ail men of courage and valour. 2 Ch. xiv. 

7. About this time, Zerah, king of Ethiopia, or more 
probably Arabia, invaded Judea with a million of foot, and 
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three hundred scjrthed chariots. After prayer to God, Asa 
attacked them at Mareshah, with an army vastly inferior, 
routed them, pursued them as far as Gerar, on the south 
west of Canaan, and returned home laden with hooty. 2 
Chron. xiv. 9 — 15. 

IMPROVBMBNT. 

8. It aggravates the sin of such degenerate children as 
Abijah, that they fare the better for the piety of their ances- 
tors, and yet wiU not imitate it. 

9. We may learn that it is good to try reason as Abijah 
did, before we use severe means. If the point may be 
gained by the force of argument, it is better than employing 
violent methods. 

10. It is an unspeakable comfort, that no enemy, can 
cut off the communication of the pious with heaven: their 
way thither is always open, as Abijah and his army proved. 

11. A good cause may b^ involved in embarrassment. 
But JehovcJi will vindicate the cause of righteousness and 
truth. Abijah and his forces were favoured with confidence 
and victory; and his numerous opponents were covered with 
shame and defeat. 

12. Asa aimed at pleasing God; and studied to approve 
himself to him. Happy they that walk by this rule, not to 
do that which is right in their own eyes, or in the eye of 
the world, but that which is so in God's eyes. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who succeeded Rehoboam? — 2. On what occasion did 
he deliver a remarkable address.^ — 3. When surrounded by 
Jeroboam's army, to whom did they cry for help? — 4. 
What seized the host of Jeroboam? — How did they act? — 
5. Who succeeded Abijah? — 6. What measures did he take 
for the welfare of his kingdom? — 7. Who invaded Judea 
at this time? — ^Who obtained the victory.^ — 8. What aggra- 
vates the sin of degenerate children? — 9. What is it good 
to try before we use severe means? — 10. What is an un- 
speakable comfort to the pious } — 1 1 . In what circumstances 
may a good cause be placed? 

EXPLANATIONS AND* PRONUNCIATION. 

Throne, throne : the seat of a king. 

Departure, de-pa/- tshure: a going away, death, a forsaking. 
Frontier, front'-yeer: the utmost verge of any territory. 
Aggravates, ag-gra'-vates : makes worse, heightens guilt. 
Embarrassment, em-bar '-ras-ment : perplexity, entanglement 

H 
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chaptbr xxi. 

Thb Kingdom op Israbl. 
Sbc. 2.— JEROBOAM'S Rbign Concludbd. 

1 . HaviDg appointed a solemn public festival, in order to 
dedicate his new altar and to consecrate his golden calv^, 
Jeroboam assembled the people at Bethel, and himself went 
up to the altar, for the purpose of offering incense and 
sacrifices. 

2. At that instant, a prophet who had come h-om Judah, 
by divine direction, cried out, that a son of the house of 
David, ''Josiah by name," should bum the bones of Jero- 
boam's priests upon that altar. To confirm the truth of his 
threatening, the prophet also added a sign, namely, that the 
altar should immediately be rent asunder, and the ashes 
poured out. 1 Kings xiii. 1 — 3. 

3. Jeroboam, then stretched out his hand, to lay hold 
on the prophet; but it was immediately so withered, that 
he could not draw it in; the altar was rent, and the ashes 
poured out. At the king's request, the prophet prayed for 
the restoration of his arm, and it was healed. 1 Kings ^ii. 

4. But notwithstcmding such a manifest indication of 
the displeasure of Heaven, it failed of recovering Jeroboam, 
from his impious procedure. He continued to encourage 
his subjects in idolatry. This was the sin of Jeroboam's 
family, and it was the cause of its utter extirpation. 1 
Kings xiii. 33, 34. 

5. Sometime after his accession, to the throne of Israel, 
his favourite son Abijah fell sick; and, to relieve his parental 
solicitude, Jeroboam instructed his wife to disguise herself, 
and in that state to go and consult the prophet Ahijah, 
concerning his recovery. 1 Kings xiv. 1 — 4. 

6. This was the same prophet, who had foretold to 
Jeroboam, that he should be king of Israel. He was now 
blind, through old age; but the prophet was warned of her 
approach, and, before she entered his threshold, he called 
her by name; told her that her son should die, and th^i in 
appalling terms, denounced the impending ruin of Jero- 
boam's whole family, which shortly after came to pass. 
And the days which Jeroboam reigned, were two and twenty 
years, and he slept with his fathers. 1 Kings xiv. 6 — 20. 

IMPROVBMBNT. 

7. From the instance related in this chapter, we are 
taught that God has a comprehensive view of the most 
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uncertain future events. For he whom God promises to 
raise up from the house of David, so many years before he 
was bom, is called Josiah. Let us reverence him who is a 
God of knowledge, and to whom are known all his works 
from the foundation of the world. 

8. See how soon and easily, God can blast persecuting 
powers, and disable their cruel hands. Jeroboam's hand 
withered m a moment, so that he could not draw it back. 
We have little reason to be afraid of man, when we are 
employed in the cause of God, who can at once disable, 
and confound his proudest enemies. 

9. Let us lament the terrible obstinacy of sinners, as 
exemplified in Jeroboam's conduct, and the little effects 
which divine judgments have upon them. Vice besots 
men, and takes away their hearts. Guard against the first 
step in an evil way, before your heart is hardened, and 
judgments or deUverances make no impression. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What did Jeroboam appoint? — For what purpose was 
this festival held.^ — 2, What took place while Jeroboam 
was offering sacrifices.^ — 3. Against whom did Jeroboam 
stretch out his hand? — ^What then took place? — 4. What 
effect had this occurrence on Jeroboam? — 5. What did 
Jeroboam direct his wife to do when his son was sick? — 6. 
What message did Ahijah deUver to her? — 7. Of what has 
God a comprehensive knowledge? — ^Why should we rever- 
ence God? — 8. What can God easily do to persecuting 
powers? — Of whom have we little reason to be afraid? — 9. 
What should we lament? — ^What effect has vice on men. ^— 
Against what should we guard? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Josiah, jo-sy'-ah: the fire of the Lord. 

To dedicate, ded^'-e-kate : to devote to some diviij/e power. 

Procedure, pro-see'-jure : manner of proceeding, conduct, 

management. 
Extirpation, ek-ster-pa^-shun : the act of rooting out. 
Comprehensive, kom-pre-hen'-siv : having the power to 

imderstand, or contain in the mind. 
Contingent, kon-tin^-jent : falling out by chance, accidental. 
Obstinacy, oV-ste-na-se : stubborn, contumacious, fixed in 

resolution. 
Indication, in-de-ka^-shun: mark, token, sign, symptom. 
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chaptbr xxii. 
Kingdom of Judah. 

ASA'S RbION CONCLUDI^D. 

1 , In gratitude to God, and in obedience to the ex- 
hortations of the prophet Azariah, Asa applied himself 
further, to reform his kingdom. He and his subjects en- 
gaged themselves by covenant to serve the Lord ; and agreed 
that it should be held, according to law, a capital crime to 
worship an idol. 2 Chron. xv. 1 — 15. 

2. The dedicated things of his father, with a great part 
of his late spoils, he devoted to the service of God; and 
having repaired the altar of bimit-offering, he sacrificed 
thereon seven hundred oxen, and five thousand sheep of the 
cattle taken from Zerah. 2 Chron. xv. 17 — 19. 

3. Vast numbers of the Israelites, transported themselves 
into his kingdom. To prevent the loss of his subjects, 
Baasha, king of Israel, engaged in a war with Asa, and 
taking Ramah, he began to fortify it, to prevent all com- 
munication between the two kingdoms. 2 Chron. xvi. 1. 

4. To counteract Baasha's designs, Asa sent a large 
quantity of silver and gold to Benhadad, king of Syria; 
begging that he would break his league with Baasha, and 
enter into one with him. Benhadad complied, and fell upon 
the north part of Baasha's kingdom. Meanwhile, Asa, 
from the south, retook Ramah, and carried off the materials 
prepared for its fortifications, and therewith fortified Geba 
and western Mispah. 2 Chron. xvi. 2 — 6. 

5. Asa's distrust of the divine power and goodness, 
implied in sending to Benhadad, was highly displeasing to 
the Lord. He was sharply reproved for this unbelief, by 
the prophet Hanani, whom in revenge he imprisoned. 
Towards the latter part of his life, he was incommoded with 
swellings in his feet, which, gradually ascending upwards, 
killed him, in the forty first year of lus reign. 

6. He is reproached, for having had recourse to phy- 
sicians, rather than to the Lord. After his death, they 
placed on the bed great quantities of perfumes and spices, 
with which his body was burned. His bones and ashes 
were then collected, and put into his grave, in the sepulchre 
which he had provided for himself, in the city of David. 
2 Chron. xvi. 6—14. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

7. It is wise to enter into solemn engagements to be 
the Lord's, and to renew them with cheerfulness and joy. 
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It is proper at all times, to prevent temptations, and to keep 
us resolute; but especially in times of degeneracy, when 
we have bad examples and many temptations about us, we 
should renew them cheerfully. 

8. Trust in God, is a reasonable and important duty; 
and he is justly displeased with those, that do not rely upon 
him. Thus, because Asa rehed not on God, wars and heavy 
judgments were brought upon him. 

9. How difficult it is for some men to bear plain and 
useful reproof! Asa was angry with Hanani. Pride is 
frequently too predominant in those, who in general are 
good men; therefore they count those their enemies, that 
deal plainly with them: but it is an unhappy temper, very 
uncomfortable to ministers, and dangerous to themselves; 
and it ought cautiously to be guarded against. 

iO. Let us guard our hearts, when visited with pain 
and sickness, lest we are tempted to murmur against God, 
and behave in a fretful manner. 

1 1 . The help of creatures, should always be sought with 
a dependance on God. Asa was not blamed for seeking 
after a physician, but for not seeking the Lord. All crea- 
tures are that to us, which God makes them. All second 
causes are under his direction; without him physicians are 
of no value. Therefore, our eyes sho^dd ever be towards the 
Lord, to bless the means used, to promote our welfare. 

QUESTIONS* 

1 . How did Asa and his subjects manifest their gratitude 
to God.^ — 3. Who made war with Asa and tookRamah? — 
4. What method did Asa adopt, to counteract the designs 
of Baasha? — 5. What was impHed in Asa's sending to Ben- 
hadad? — 6. For what is Asa reproached? — 7. What is it 
wise to enter into? — 8. What is reasonable and important? 
— 9. What is it difficult for some men to bear? — 10. Why 
should we guard our hearts in pain and sickness? — IL 
With what should we seek the help of creatures? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Ramah, ray^-mah : a city of Benjamin, about six miles 
northward from Jerusalem. 

Azariah, az-a-ry^-ah: assistance, he that hears the Lord. 

Asa, a3r^-sah: physician, cure. 

Benhadad, ben-ha^-dad: the son of Hadad, of noise. 

Hanani, han-ay^-ny: my grace or mercy. 

Covenant, kuV-e-nant: a contract, an agreement. 
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chapter xxiii. 

The Kingdom of Israel. 
NADAB— BAASHA— ELAH— ZIMRI— OMRI, &c. 

1 . Nadab succeeded his father Jeroboam, on the throne 
of Israel, and he did evil in the sight of the Lord. In the 
second year of his reign, he was murdered by Baasha at 
the seige of Gibbethon, a city of the Philistines, and the 
whole family was destroyed in a most inhuman manner, 
and their carcases left to be eaten by the dogs and wild 
beasts, i King^ xv. 25 — 30. 

2. Baasha, was the son of Ahijah, and commander-in- 
chief of the armies belonging to Nadab. Having killed 
his master treacherously, he usurped the crown, which he 
possessed twenty four years. To secure himself in his 
usurpation, he massacred all the relations of his predecessor, 
which barbarous action, proved the accomplishment of the 
prophecy, denounced against the house of Jeroboam, by 
Ahijah the prophet. 1 Kings xiv. 1 — 11. xv. xvi. 

3. El AH, a wicked prince, was the son of Baasha, and 
succeeded him as king of Israel. After he had reigned 
about two months, he and his family were murdered, by 
Zimri his servant. 1 Kings xvi. 8 — 14. 

4. Zimri, seeing his master Elah drink heartily at Tir- 
zah, took the opportunity to slay him, and then mounted the 
throne. He immediately murdered the whole royal family, 
as had been predicted to Baasha. Hearing of this catas- 
trophe, the royal army broke up the seige of Gibbethon, 
and hastened to dethrone Zimri. Finding himself incapable 
of defending it, he set the palace on fire, and burnt himself 
and family to death, after a short reign of seven days. 1 
Kings xvi. 9—20. 

5. Omri, was general of the army of Elah. Being 
informed, as he beseiged Gibbethon, that Zimri had mur- 
dered his master, and usurped the throne at Tirzah, he 
hastened thither and took it. For about four years, there 
ensued a civil war, between Omri and Tibni, the son of 
Ginath. At last, Tibni being dead, Omri obtained the 
throne, and reigned about eight years alone, and twelve in 
all. 1 Kings xvi. 

6. Having purchased a hill from one Shemir, he built a 
fine city thereon, called it Samaria, and made it the Capital 
of his kingdom. He was more wicked than Jferoboam, or 
any of his predecessors. He died at Samaria, nine hundred 
and eighteen years before Christ, and was succeeded by 
Ahab, 1 Kings xv, 15 — 28, 
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IMPROVEMENT. 



7. In the destruction of Nadab, and the royal family, 
we see that God's word cannot fail. Let sinners remember, 
that the threatenings of Jehovah will be executed, on all 
the finally impenitent. 

8. Those who resemble others in their sins, may expect 
to resemble them in their punishments. The fatoihes of 
Jeroboam and Baasha, were like each other in their sins 
and in their ruin. How solicitous should we be, to avoid 
those sins which have brought poverty, shame, and ruin, 
upon other famiHes, lest we should suffer Hke them. 

9. Here is an awful warning to drunkards, in the ex- 
ample of Elah. How easily may such become a prey to 
death, or injury, when they have no reason or power to help 
themselves. To how many dangerous accidents are such 
exposed! To sudden death, and everlasting destruction, to 
which it transmits them. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who succeeded Jeroboam? — ^What prophecy was 
fulfilled in him and the royal family.^ — 2. Who succeeded 
Nadab ? — Of what was he guilty to secure his possession g( 
the throne? — 3. Who succeeded Baasha? — 4. Who suc- 
ceeded Elah? — How did he obtain possession of the throne? 
How did Zimri die? — 5. Who succeeded Zimri} — ^Who 
opposed Omri? — ^What city did Omri build? — 7. What do 
we see in the destruction of Nadab } — ^What should sinners 
remember? — 8. In what may we expect to resemble others, 
if we resemble them in their. sins? — ^What should we be 
solicitous to avoid? — 9. To whom is there an awful warning 
in this chapter? — To what may drunkards easily become a 
prey? — ^To what are they exposed? 

EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION. 

Samaria, sa-may'-re-a; the ancient capital of the king- 
%om of Israel. The hill on which it stood, was bought of 
Shemir, for two talents of silver, or for the sum of £681. 
7s. 6d. The situation is extremely beautiful and strong by 
nature. Josephus says it was a day's journey, or rather 
more than 33 miles from Jerusalem. 

Nadab, nay^-dab: free and volantary gift, prince. 
Baasha, ba-ay'-sha: he that demands, who lays waste. 
Elah, e^'-lah: an oak, oath, imprecation. 
Zimri, zim'-ry: my field, my vine, my branch. 
Omri, om'-ry : a sheaf of com, rebellion, bitter; 
Tibni, tib'-ny; straw, understanding. 
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A Chronological Tablb of the principal events recorded 
in the earlier part of the Bible, and in the preceding 
History, including a period of 3089 years. 

jinno 

muBdi, PERIOD OR AGS, I. Tear 

Of year , before 

of the From the Creatton to the Deluge, containing 1656 years. Christ, 
'world. 

1 The heavens and the earth created. Man and 

"woman formed. Adam and Eve disobey God 

and are driven out of Paradise. - - . . 4004 

2 Cain bom, Adam's eldest son.' 4003 

3 Abel bom, Adam's second son. 4002 

129 Abel killed by his brother Cain. . - - - 3875 

1 30 Seth bom, Adam his father being 130 years old. 3874 
622 Enoch, the son of Jared, bora. - - - - 3382 
687 Methuselah, the son of Enoch, bom. - - - 3317 
930 Death of Adam aged 930 years. .... 3074 
987 Enoch translated in the 365th year of his age. 3017 

1042 Seth dies aged 912 years. 2962 

1056 Noah bom, son of Lamec^. 2948 

1536 God commissions Noah to preach repentance ; 
to announce the deluge; and to build tbe 
Ark 120 years before the flood came. - - 2468 

1656 Methuselah dies, aged 969 >ears. - -* . . 2348 
The same year, Noah being 600 years old, en- 
ters the Ark. --------- 

FBRIOD OR AGE, II« 

From the Deluge to the call qf Ahrahmm, containing 

427 years, 

1 657 Noah, with his family, quits the Ark. He offers 

sacrifices of thanksgiving, and Grod appoints 
the rainbow as a pledge, that he would send 
no more a imiversal deluge. - - - - 2347 

1770 The building of the tower of Babel; the con- ^ 

fusion of languages, and dispersion of the 
nations. .-- 2230 

1 771 About this time Babylon was built by command 

of Nunrod. 2234 

1816 Commencement of the regal government of 

Egypt, from Mizraim, son of Ham. - - 2188 
1878 Birth of Terah, son of Nahor. - - - -2126 

2006 Noah dies, aged 950 years. 1998 

2008 Abraro, the son of Terah, bora. - - - - 1996 
2018 Sarai, the wife of Abram, born, - - - • 1986 
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PERIOD OR AGB, III. 

Prom the call of Abraham to the exodus of Israel from 

Egypt, 430 years, 

2083 Abram called out of Ur. He comes to Haran, 
with Lot, Sarai, and his father Terah, who 
dies at Haran, aged 205 years. - - - - 1921 

2107 God makes a covenant with Abraham, and en- 

joins circmncision. Abraham intercedes for 
Sodom, but it and the other cities of the 
plain are destroyed. - - - - - - -1897 

2108 Isaac is bom, Abraham being 100 years old. 1896 
2133 Abraham is called to sacrifice his son Isaac. - 1872 

2145 Sarah dies, aged 127 years. 1859 

2147 Isaac marries Rebekah, he being 40 years old. 1857 

2168 Jacob and Esau bom, Isaac being 60 years old. 1836 

2184 Abraham dies, aged 175 years. - - - - 1822 
2245 Jacob is blessed by Isaac, and withdraws to 

Laban, and marries Rachel and Leah. - 1 760 
2259 Joseph bom, Jacob being 90 years old. - - 1745 
2265 Jacob returns to Canaan. .-...- 1 739 
2276 Joseph, being 17 years old, is sold into Egypt. 1728 
2289 Joseph is made governor of Egypt. - - - 1715 
2298 Joseph's brethren and father settle in Egypt, 

Jacob being 130 years old. 1706 

2315 Jacob dies in Egypt, aged 147 years. - - 1689 

2369 Joseph dies, aged 110 years. 1635 

2427 Rameses Miamum, the king, who knew not 

Joseph, persecutes the Israelites. - - - 157^ 
About this lime, according to Calmet, lived Job. 
2430 Aaron bom, son of Amram and Jochebed. - 1574 
2433 Moses bom; is exposed, and found and adopted 

by Pharoah's daughter. 1571 

2473 Moses flees into Midian; and marries Zipporah. 1531 
2513 Moses returns into Egjrpt; inflicts ten plagues; 

aud the IsraeUtes are liberated. - - - 1491 

period or age, IV. 

From the departure of the IsraeUtes out of Egypt, to 
their entrance into the Land qf Canaan, 40 years, 

2513 The Red Sea divided. Israel goes through on 

dry ground. Pharoah and his host drowned. 1491 

2514 The law delivered on Sinai, — the tabernacle 

erected, — the priesthood estabhshed, — ^the 
spies sent out, — the people rebel, — and God 
swears that none of the murmurers shall 
enter the promised land. 1490 
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2552 Miriam, sister of Moses dies, aged 130 years. 

At Mount Hor, Aaron dies, aged 123 years. 1452 

2553 Moses dies, aged 120 years, and Joshua is 

appointed his successor, - - - - - -1451 

PERIOD OR AGE, V. 

From the entrance of Israel into Canaan^ to the bmlding 
qf Solomon's Temple, 447 years, 

2553 The Israelites cross the river Jordan. Jericho 

taken. The sun and moon stand still. - - 1451 

2560 The ark and the tahemacle fixed at Shiloh. - 1444 

2561 Joshua dies, aged 110 years. 1443 

2599 Othniel delivers and judges the Israelites. - 1405 

2679 Ehud, judge. 1823 

2699 Shamgar, judge. 1305 

2719 Dehorah and Barak deliver the Israelites. - - 1285 

2759 Gideon delivers Israel. 1245 

2772 Tola, judge. 1232 

2795 Jair, jud^. 1210 

2817 Jephthah delivers Israel. 1187 

2830 Ihzan dies, Elon succeeds him. - - - - 1 1 75 

2840 Mon dies, Ahdon succeeds him. - - - - 1165 

2848 Abdon dies. Eli succeeds as judge. - - - 1157 

2849 Samuel, bom. 1155 

2687 Samson kiUfl hknself, with many Philistines. - 1117 
2888 The ark of God taken by the Philistmes. Death 

of Eli, who governed Israel 40 years. - - 1116 
2909 Saul appointed and consecrated king. - • - 1095 
2919 David, son of Jesse, bom. ------ 1085 

2941 David anointed by Samuel to be king. - - 1063 

2942 David kills Goliath. 1062 

2949 Saul kills himself. David acknowledged king 

by Judah. Reigns at Hebron. - - - - 1055 

2956 Ishbosheth being treacherously assasinated, 

David is acknowledged king over all Israel. 1048 

2957 Jeruscdem taken from the Jebusites by David, ^ 

who makes it the royal city. - - - - 1047 

2969 David commits adultery with Bathsheba, and 

plans that Uriah may be slain in battle. - 1035 

2970 Nathan reproves David for his crime, which 

leads him to repentance. ----- 1034 

2971 Solomon is bora. 1033 

2981 Absalom, rebelling against his father David, is 

slain, by Joab, the king's general. - - . 1023 
2989 On Adonijah aspiring to the kingdom, David 

causes Solomon to be proclaimed king by all J 

Israel 1015 i 
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2990 David dies, aged 70 years. 1014 

3000 Solomon's temple finished, being seven years 

and a half in building. ------ 1004 

FART OF PERIOD OR AGE, VI. 

From the building qf Solomon's temple, to the death of 

Asa, 89 years, 

3001 Dedication of the temple. 1003 

3029 Solomon dies. Rehoboam succeeds him, and 

ten tribes revolt. -------- 975 



Kings op Judah. kS^^reS^ Kings op Israel. 



3029 Rehoboam reigned 

1 7 years. - - 1 

3033 Shishak invades 

Judea. - - - 5 

3045 17 

3046 Abijah reigned 3 

years. - - - 1 

3048 3 

3049 Asa reigned 41 

years. - . - 1 

3050 2 

3051 3 

3063 Zerah invades Ju- 
dea. - - - 15 



3074 



3075 



3076 
3077 
3078 
3079 



26 



27 



28 
29 
30 
31 



3080 - • - - - - 32 

3086 38 

3087 Asa diseased in his 

feet. - - -39 

3088 40 

3090 Asa dies. - -41 



1 Jeroboam reigned 
22 years. 



5 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 1 Nadab reigned 2 
years. 

2 1 Baasha reigned 
24 years. - - 

13 

24 1 Elah reigned two 
years. Zimri 
reigned 7 days. 

2 1 Omri and Tibni 
reign together 5 
years. - - - 

2 

3 

4 

5 Tibni dying, Omri 
reigns done a- 
bout 7 years. - 

6 

12 1 Ahab reigned 22 
years. - - - 

2 

3 

4 
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XIV. Sec. 1. Judges appointed, 54 

Sec 2. Othniel — Ehud — Shamgar — Deborah, 56 

Sec. 3. Jephthah — Samson — Delilah, - - 58 

Sec. 4. Eli — Samuel — Eli's sons — Dagon, &c. 60 

Sec. 5. —-The Ark— Thunder stonn—Samuel, - 62 

THE REIGN OF SAUL. 

XV. Sec. 1. Saul— David— Bethlethem— Goliath, - 64 

Sec. 2. Jonathan — David — ^Achifh, &c. - 66 

Sec. 3. ^Witch of Endor— Saul's death. - 68 

THE REIGN OP DAVID. 

<XVI. Sec. 1. David— Ishbosheth—Abner—ZioD, &c. - 70 
Sec. 2, David's repentance — Amnon, &c - 72 

THE REIGN OF SOLOMON. 

XVII. Sec. 1. Solomon's wisdom — ^Two Mothers, • - - 74 

Sec. 2. Dedication of the Temple— Sheba, - 76 

Sec. 3. Solomon is punbhed — Jeroboam, - 78 

Kingdom of Judah. Kingdom of Israel. 



XVIII. Rehoboam, - - 80 

XX. Abijah— Asa, - 84 

XXII. Reign of Asa, - 88 



XIX. Jeroboam, - - 82 

XXI. Jeroboam— Altar,- 86 

XXIII. Nadab,Baa8ha,&c. 90 



Chronological Table, - • - - . - 92 
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